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alchemy, &c., are here hrought forward ; and
we can enter into the details with all the
pleased feelings of conacious superiority, Al-
together, this is a very curious and amusing
voltme.

British Farmer's Magazine, Nos. I. and I1.
Tn1s agricultural magazine is a continuation
in London of that very respectable quarterly

sriodical, the * Farmer’s Magazine,” pub-
ﬁ:hml in Edinburgh, and which was discon-
tinued last year, in consequence of the pressure
of cirenmatances which so greatly affected the
publishing business. It contains a great mass
of various information on the very interesting
and important subject of agriculture ; and pre-
sents us with original papers on agricultural
improvements or defects; as well as discussions
of those questions between the cultivators and
manufacturers, which have so long agitated the

nhlicmind, It also reviews agricultural works.

Eiographica] sketches of eminent agriculturists,
with an ohituary, and reports of country sports,
are new additions in this magazine. The Se-
eond Number gives a sketch of the life of
Mr. Coke, of Norfolk; and is ornamented
with portraits, engraved by T. Landsecer, of a
Tritish hoar and a French hog, a pair of the
same kind of animals, forming a very singular
enntrast.  Indeed, to those who have not seen
the French swine, the latter will appear quite
a caricature, though it is as correct a likeness
#s that of its antipode, the British boar. This
magazine, like the Gardener’s, is published
quarterly,

ARTS AND SCIENCES.

OUR NATIONAL INRTITUTIONS,
It is now generally understood that the house
erected for his late Rayal Highness the Duke
‘of York will he appropriated to the reception
of reveral of our National Institntions. Tt is
stated, that the Royal and Antiguarian Societies
have already had it intimated that apartments
would be assigned to them ; and within these
two days the building has been examined, in
order to ascertain its fitness to have the Na-
tional Gallery constructed in the centre, which
in lighted from a large dome. We are not
aware of the determination come to in this
respect, bmt believe it to he likely that the
National Collection of Pictures will, in the first
jnstance, be transferred to this situation. At
the same time, we understand that the Royal
Academy conld not Le sufficiently accommo-
dated in York House : it will therefore occupy
a separate huilding, either at Charing Cross,
or near the site of Carlton Iouse. The Royal
Korirty of Literature has also a site to be given
tnit.

The portion of Somerset Honse liberated by
the removal of the Roval and Antiqnarian
Kacietiew, together with that part where the
Lottery Office affairs have hitherto been trans.
srted, (now no longer needed), will be appro-

inted for the husiness of the Exchequer;
and all the old buildings on the side of Palace
Yard towards the river, where the Exchequer
Offices now stand, will he taken downj—a
grand improvement in that quarter.

Among the novelties at Windsor Castle,
there will be one of striking effect. When
his Majesty is there, a flag is to fly on one of
-the towers during the day, and during the
night a blaze of gas-light will occupy the same
station.

Hix Royal Ilighness the Duke of Clarence
has leen unanimously elected an Homorary

Member of the Royal Institution of Great Bri-
tain, in Albhematle Street, of which the King is
the Patron.

ZOOLOGICATL SOCIETY.

Ox Wednesday we gave a hasty inspection to
the rooms of the Society in Bruton Street, and
were gratified to find, not only that it is look-
ing forward under the fairest auspices, but that
it already possesses a fine collection in several
interesting branches of Natural Ilistory. The
ohjects which we could hardly help considering
to be rather outré in the original plan, have
heen successively abandoned, as they came to
be more maturely weighed and discussed ; and
what remains, seems to us to be eminently cal-
culated to be hotl interesting as a national
spectacle, and nseful as a national improve.
ment.  There is no question hut that many
animals of great value in every point of view,
whether economical or luxurious, may be intro-
dueced and naturalised in this conuntry, as so
many have already heen.  The fond, the cloth.
ing, the arts, the manufactures of Great Britain
may he incalenlably benefited by the cultiva-
tion of new materials, fitted to furnish variety
for each ;—the rein-deer of Lapland, the silk-
worm of China, are not beyond the reach of
British science and industry.  But we will not
speculate upon what may be done,  We trust
to be able to tell what is done, as the amelin.
rations are effected, Br. Vigors, we under-
stand, hegins a series of lectures next Wednes-
day, of which and of the present state of the
collection we purpose giving an account.

Extovoroey.—Two very interesting in-
sects, hitherto unrecorded as inhabitants of our
island, have lately heen added to the collection
of Mr. J. Q. Westwood, of Chelsea. Psilns
Boscii, of Jurine—a small four-winged ichnen-
mon.like fly, with a Dlack body, possesses great
singtlarity, in having a long, thick, and curved
black horn arising from the upper side of the
first segment of the abdomen, and extending
its defence over the back of the thorax and
head, which are both channelled to receive it
when the insect is at rest. The other appears
to be the Dryinus formicarius of Labreille,
and (as the name implies) considerably resem-
bles a small ant: its thorax is composed of two
parts, resembling knots; and cach of the fore
fect is armed with a pair of very long claws,
which are turned back, and which are appa-
rently used hy the insect as nippers. Mr. W.
is preparing accounts of these singular little
creatures ; which, together with coloured mag-
nified figitres of them, will (as we are informer)
appear in an early number of the proposed pe-
riodical Entomological Miscellany.

ExrrprTiovs, — Captain Parry, in the
Hecla, is on the eve of starting, and his ship
has, as usual, heen made the object of mnch
public curiosity. He drops down from Dept-
ford on Sunday, and is expected to sail on the
Sunday following. The appointments are most
complete, and the new apparatus for travelling
over the ice extremely ingenions.—On the
theme of northern expeditions, it is odd enongh
to remark, that while not a syllable is said on
this side of the water, Mr. Arago has stated to
the French Institute, on the authority of a Jet.
ter from Captain Sabine, that Captain Frank-
lin had reached Behring's Straits in October
last.  We presume that this must he prema-
ture, since surely such interesting information
conld not he communicated to France, and

LITERARY AND LEARNED.
ROYAL ROCIETY OF LITERATURR.
SiNCE our last report of the proceedings of the
Society, the following commmnications have
been read at the Ordinary Meetings : .

December 20th, 1826, — Mr. Granville Penn
on *“ an insititions Latin term in the Hellenistic
Greek, inuncterately mistaken for a genuine
Greek word.”

The termreferred to is ixdxnes, which occurs
(Acts, i. 18.) in 8t. Peter’s account of the sui-
cide of Judas: xpmvis gusping IAdxnet uigss——
Eng. trans. ‘¢ Falling headlong, he burst
asunder in the midst,””  The word used by
St. Matthew in relating the same event, is
axiytare, (c. xxvii, v. 5.) “Jle went out, and
hanged himself.” .

After noticing the unsuccessful attempts of
the commentators to reconcile the apparent
discordance hetween these statements, Mr.
Penn proposes his own method, by shewing
that irdxnee is not, as has generally heen sup.
posed, an inflection derived from a thema
raxto, identified with the obsolete Greek word
Adxw, (existing in xaas, {Azxy, &e.), sonare,
sonitum dare, cum strepilic rumpi ; hut that,
in common with many other words used in
the New Testament, it is taken directly from
the Latin: viz. from laqueo, to halter. All
ditficulty is thns removed ; the single word
nsed by St. Matthew, and the periphrasis of
St. Peter, heing proved to express identically
the same act.——This paper was a good spe-
cimen of the philological acuteness and in-
genuity which distinguish the writer.

January 3, 1827.—An entertaining collec-
tion of extracts from MSKS, relative to English
history, in the British Museum ; by the Rev.
T. D. Foshroke.

February 7th, 1827..—A Memoir on the
Portland Vase s by Mr, Millingen. The object
of this Tearned Essay was to demonstrate the
story seulptured on that celebrated monument
of ancient art.

By the antiquaries who first announced its
discovery, it was supposed to represent the
birth of. Alexander the Great. Another opi-
nion was, that the subject related to the Judg.
ment of Paris: a third, that it contained the
story of Orpheus and Eurydice.

Winckelmann and other eminent archmolo-
gists, however, think the subject of this vase is
the marriage of Thetis and Peleus: to this
opinion Mr. Millingen accedes, and, by his
description of the sculptures, shews it to he
highly probable.  Various ancient monuments,
he observes, since discovered, confirm. this ex-
planation, and confer upon it all the certainty

withheld from England.

of which snch inquiries are snsceptible, Mr. M.
assigns  the Deautiful work of art in ques.
tion to the age of the Antonines, or, at the
earliest, to the time of Iadrian.

Febhruary 21st, and March th, 1827.—+ On
Vitrificd Forts ;" by the Rev. J. Jamieson,
D.D. To acreount for the present appearance
of those remarkable structures, peculiar to
Scotland, known nunder this name, four different
theories have been conceived.

The first theory, published (1787) in the
Edinburgh Magazine, that they were formed
by pouring a liguid mortar between two walls
of loose stones, Dr. J. treats as a vulgar tra.
dition. TFor the second, viz. that these forts
are the remains of extinct volcanoes—an idea
which originated with Pennant—he proves that
there is no foundation in their actual appear.
ance. In the third theory, proposed by Lord
Woodhouselee, in a memoir published in the
Transactions of the Royal Society of Edin.



