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20 PARASITES OF TIHE TTESSIAN LY,

in 1811, and The few years preceding, has been the ease in Michigan,
according (o Mreo S, Sleeper, of Galeshurg, Mich., whe wriles us that
the Hessian Flyowas nearly exterminated in Kalimazoo County by
Semictellus destruefor, neavly all the “faxsecds™ in the erop ol 1877
having been destroyved by this friendly parasite, e wrifes us that in
the aontumm ol 1877 he fonnd these pavasitesin the wheat-lields in count-
and Chat the perfeet Tlessian Fly was ditienll to find,

wNo one sinee Herviek recorvded his observations has made very eare-

less nznnhers

ful olervations on the habits of these parvasites, e states thats

Tpeionee s e Diend b ol the slalls (makine o hole fon st oy Do dlef et Dy Jrorw-
erful oicraseapey and deposits anoegein the popa within, This s ddone ehietly in
Junes The pecteet inseet iz evolved in the simmer and antmunn sneeseding, eating ity
wir, Heonesho the paparinm and the shieath of (e leal,

Flerviek also stafes that a second parasite, very similae fo the Semio-
tell destrnetor s hat with mere rndiments ol wines, issometimes evolved
from the pupee of the Hessian Fly, T amin donbt whether it shonld be
considered a distinet species or only oo varie{y.”

A thivd pavasite was reared by Tlerviek in Conneetients T isanine
sect af the tribe ©haleidia, whose genns he did net determine, T habits
were lke those off Semiafelles, and wingless females of This species were
also e,

A Fowrethe porasite, poeficed by Tlerrick, belongs to Latveille’s {ribe
Oryeriy hud the genus was nof defermined. Tn habils it ngreed with
the ferecoing porasites, ot it was evolved Tater in the year,  Iler
viek adds thaf all the parasites mentioned “arve Tikewise evolved in the
spring from the Hessian FIv papee ol the sienmer previons.™

The fifth peorasile has quite ditferent habits. Tt lys it eges in those
of the Tessiaon v, Herviek, its frst diseoverer, thus speaks ol it

s i Heptember 200 100 he et

Tl i b o b i the aafamn, 16
of i i e i the eoes ol the Thessinn Flye From sobeeguent observations

Moo thet S on five eaos e Tadd inoa sinale e of the Tessinn Plys The Tat-

for oo detehes, anel the animal advanees o the prpa state assaal, bt from 1hn
poporsine o Tecsion Py ever comes forth, This parasite lovms within Lo preparinm
wosil” s eoeann o g Lrownish eolor,

P probable that # s e species fivst diseovered by flervick in Con-
nesient which Profesear Coolk has defeeled ovipositing in the coos of the'
Te-<ian Fly. :

Ieis Dol aned dook cnob unlike a tiny wnat, The fevate feels for the e with her
ante e aned w oo Fonnd intendes he Gaial eoe, which, i, taloos three fonrths of
acmdnate s Bl e dimes as long as it talies Phe Plessian Fle, The Titile parasitois
et Toreer, oo in finding he cees than s Che Oy o By e Seoee 1 Ol thad eaeh
e reeeives one, toog o Theee of the parasite’s egess The ool these Tatter v

1

fard i hatehine, so that the Frva of the parasite o feed onc the maeeod of the Hes-

sian Py, not b e These papate in the poparvinm of Che iy

Fhotigester orvor Fiteh 2e<Tlaving veecived ons of (hese eooparasites
oo Protecer Conli, Tt ik to e soomueh ke the Dlafygaster evvor
of Piteh (Fies Dy thal T orefer it fo thatl speeies, thoweh with a donbt,
Thicie prohably olso the parasite veferred to by 3 Herviel,



BEMEDIES, PREVENTIVE AND GENERAL. 21

1 i shining black s the ead s finely ponetured, rornded. and sliehily
hroader than Tonge, being ahont as wide as the thors. The antennie
areahouf as lonaas the head and thorax; they
are slender, hut apparvently o little stonter
than in 12 error, the peundtinate joints heing
a litiTe broader and squarer than e reprees
sent s (ol they ave very diffevent rom Platy-
gaster {ipida), these joints nol heing “fwice
aslone s (hick,” hat only Vo 4 longer, much
as represented hy Fitelrin his fizwess fhe

terminal joint is long, ovaly not so wide as

S paresite of the Hessian

those just behind ity and Gt tapers foon
vourded point. The thoras is rounded ovatey hut Tittle Jonger than
brosed. Dlaeks with the sentelum Ligh, ronnded and pitted. The abdo-
men i Maffened, oval, twiee as Tong as wide, heing alittle Tonger than
the thors, bt not qaite so wide. The Tegs are pitehy hlack on the
emorn s (he Gbige dudl reddish brown, davker fowards the end; the farsi
e i qointed, dark Drowny haivy, with the hasal joint reddishat the hase.
Titeh savs the Tews ot Poerror ave pitehy black; hut in the specimen
before me (hey have o decided reddish tinge.) The wings are veinless,
dlear transparent, iviaod. Length B millimeters, heing o little Tnrger
than Fiteh's 1% ervor, which was .03 inch Tong. T am disposed fo refer
{his specimen (o Fitels species, hut should it he fonnd to e quite dis-
tinet, it may receive the name Platygoster kevrickiic T seems to he a
gonnine Ml ygaster,

Fitel states that Phetggaster error is seen in company with the wheat
midae (Diplosistriticiyen the wheat earsin New York, and is very numer-
ous some vears bt he thinks it donhtinl whether it preysnpon the
mide.

ALIIEDTES, PRABVIENTIVE AND GENERAL,

Havine Bocome funiliar with fhe habits of (his inseet, which ¢an be
readily observed by Gomersy it is nol difiieall to apply sueh remedies as
the experienee of wheat raisers of the past eentury in different parts of
the wheat vegion of the United States has pearly universally found
gerviceable,  Remembering (hat the fivst hrood of lies appearin Angust
andd “ontinue {o hover over the fiells nntil Tate in September, as il wait-
ing for the fllsown wheat to appeary it is evident that by delaying the
date of sowine nntil after o frost cold enough to kill the flies, they may
be cirenmyvented ;s for it the wheat is sown Iater than the 20th of Sep-
tember in nearly all the Middle and Northern Stafes, the early frosts
will destroy these delieate inseefs, Late sowing, then, is the most aen-
eral, important, and easily applied preventive remedy.

2 Laete smeing of most of the wheal-sced.—A\1 writers, both enlomologieal
and acrienttoeal, conene in recommending (his easily-applicd vemedy;
i report on the novions and other inseels of e State of New Yo i;, by Asat

Fiteh, M. 1 ULL, fie 1,e, b The fieonre is from Packard’s Guide fo the Stady of
Tusects,
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