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The Hemipterol1 s genus Plalym clopius \y;"t ~ [Oll:ldcd 
meisrer in lS:)~ in his Genera Inscc:torl1m lor the E 
l'ostratus H. S, an d i),iUa fu s Fabr ( = 1/ /ldatllS ])c(;(:l'r,) the 
of \\'hich should doubtless be taken <IS the, type. It is 
dist.rihu ted in th(' pol;cnrctic and nearel ic rq;ions. 
!'pccies j10VE' been record<=,d from the fonr,Cf <.l11<1 Jroln the 
t\\'Cl1ty-thrcc ~re enumeratecl in C!l(' present pClper. 

"dditiol1<il species hilve heen de;;cri],ed fr()111 tropic:d .-\ 
,,,here the genus may be well rq,m::senl(:cl, 

Th is gcn us is easil y dis t i n'!;l1ished from 1 he :d lied J aSSlQ! 
genera by thc lon g pointed \'ert(::\., the l1itlTOW front <lnd 
~trong el yl r:'ll v e l;a tion , There are rhrct al1l capie!\ and 'flv 
apical areoles in t),<; elytra of which the outc'f i~ \)r(' : ldl~, t ri'an'g 
br: the second SE,ctor is conoected \\'ith t.hE' brCl.ncl1l's of the firs 
hy t\\'o tr~tnsverse v('inlets ctlld 11)cr(; is uS\I ;l ll:- ' :I ';"ri('-'; of eigl; 
o r tcn oblique \'e;ll lcts c:rossing the C'c,st(d ;lrcok, The <.:lvt(J 
in the more typi cal species 3re more or les-';c1 osc!y il.scr i\w d ~'it 
fi ne brO\Yll or f USC-Oll'> pigmen t lines and orn a :,)1('n t('(~ \\'; t h a fe\~~ 
0\'il1 or rounded \\' ll1l'1sh spot s placcd IW,H the cnd:.; n: the ;If('oles 
of ,\'11 i eh those oecllp~'ing th e a pcx of the r1 n t(' (lJ : i(~Ll ;1 11 cl the 
base of Lhe apic::11 are mo<;t regular and pt'l'sistcnt, Th' :l11gl ed 
b(lsC uf che fro m 1l,,\lCtily has a C'onL'cnlric iXllt 01' \\'llit(' line a 
little bc:low'lhe, :;h<11'p edge of the head \\'here there is in:quE'l1 t1y , 
a sec-o nd line; lllcsc lin2S being :1.CcC' ntll ::l tcd by cbrkc!' i>c)rckrs, 
In th,~ paler f;:IC'2d ~, pecies th0SC lines o-;ay hcco,l1e (,b"cure or 
en ti n:1v (loli tera reel, In f \11 h' m<l rl.:ed s nccics lh erC:' it r c t;s\I;.Llly 
n\'E'. l o~ gjwd in:<l pale vitt:c "on the j)r~n()t\lm 3ncl ahout n\'c 
\yhire cnllol1sed S,:,)Ols on the mar~':ills of th(~ '-O culi:llum of which 
three arC; on lhe angles of the IY.Jsterior flcld, The d'~lr;t('lcr~ 
of the g-enihlia are quite di~Linctivc i'1 SO'TIC of the "'pccies hut 
in n,ost they rUI1 so close that th!:y ::Ire of little \'aluc (dr (\t:)g' 
l10stic purpose::. 

I do not 1'10\\' like t o express ci1~y yery dccic1cd \'ic\\'s (J;l the 
phylogeny c)f this genus helt in ;l lin e;} r :trrangement of the 
!-!(,!1cra I \\'Otl1c1 C('rLitinly place it hetween ,I f ('.I'omin and D('I/o" 
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ce /)lililils - Through the former it is rebted to th (; DIJ),."JIL iJl i 
(lnd thrr)ugh the latter with thE: Athys(lnin'i,' \\-hik with thi,; bst 
trihe it IS inek'pendently connected 'by genus Swplzoi<iel!s, I 
still :1dhlOrC to the vicws expre,:,:>ed by me m<lny years ago :h to 
the \-nlue of the second cross l1ervure between the iir:)t and 
Sl:Cll"c] sectors of the elytra as a Lila,gnostic character il~ the 
Ja~sid ~enera. h is but one character amon~ severed \\'bich 
unite it birl~~ h()rnogcneolls group of genera with Jfesarnil1 
<It one ex treme c\nd DelioaJ)ll1lfus ai~ the other. . The'fo rm of the 
vertl: >;' alonee-an never be used for sep'O:rating the Ja~~ icl getter:l 

. into groups norclo I knO\I' of :iny 'other Sitlg-Jc ch.:1r:ider'so 'a'vall-
ahle ,~~ is the elytral venation, 1'11a t cen:ci n 'speci~s of ,,4'ili )'S(UlItS 

: or EII!.e!tl.\; sho\I' an occ;)siona 1 ::;econd cross nervlIre on I y proves 
: to me that those 'genera 'bave hut rccenth: dev'elo'pe;,l from thcir 
~?!\re n t stem :'.nd are still pbs tic. The ~vhotc group of genera 
~hchdd by me in the Ddiouplllllini 0.nd AtiLysanilli secms l)()I\' 

to be in their ascendancy and r:lpidly developing in hoth speciec; 
- gencra, lT~ ~\ ny ()f II"hich have not yet become well diffcr-

, 1 
\il C('( .. 

In the prep:)rallOn oi this paper 1 klVe had bc(()re me rcpn:
tl'-es of nll but t\\"o of the def;cribed ;,\mcrican s pec ies, 

('S{/(S Clnd e!ey,UJls. The lat~cr hOiyeVef is a disLinCl specit,:-o 
knoll'n to me :i;1d it ha s been inr,luded in the sy;}Opticl.1 

Ie, Of the otll ers l Iw \/8 C:\.;101 illed the ty pes of ;tll btl t 
IllS S:l\'. !1Illdgaleusis Prov, and cinerl'lls O. & B .. the tI'd) 

er 0i I\'bich (t'ftainl:-___ retter to ou,' most :lbul1chnt (:'as te rn 

wish h~rc to e:;tend mv thanks to th,)sc \\'ho lnve :ls,;istcd 
'th the loan of l11;.tteri:tl To Prof. Herhert OSbOl"ii I am 

bt.cd for ,I numb e r of his types and the l)pponunity 01 c:-.::ttn
all tIl(' mate ri:i\ in his collection and in th:lt of the Ohio 
enivcr~itv at Columbus, Ohio; Dr. Ball h;:lS ~cnt me his 

Valll:lblc' t;):-ltcriaJ in the genus includil'g th~ t);pe~ of the 
recently described by him: and at the suggestion of 

'Bakel', Dr, HOI\":trd has kindly sent me the t';.--pc:s of tht: 
Baker speci es descri bed in 1 ~)()() :LIld wi th them (,;\,tnl ples of 

~1,.uL n~'r species from the \::ttion~l Muse~\m collection. In 
to this my own coltectiol1 con tai 11 s rcprescn t~t (i ves 

ty species mostly in good series. From this materinl 
found it necessary to describe as new four spc.'cies and 
ety. 
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In preparing the following dichotomous table of t.he sp~cies 
I have used the most available characters I could discoyer. 
IVIany of these characters are obscure or difficult La e~pf(:ss in 
words which is especially true of the markings of the YE'rtex 

although these markings seem to be good and constant chc:trac
ters. I t must he horne in mind th;t t t he verte~ in til c female 
is always longer and more acut.e at apex than in the male. 
Unfort.unately the type of tenUlJr{)I1S Baker "'as received too 
late to all 0\\' of its being included in t.he key t.o the sp~cies Lut 
its long vertex wi th a peculiarly broad and rOll ndeo apex and 
the brown face will readily separate it from ;.IClccu.Jldus to which 
it is most closely rel3.ted. 

l..:EY TO THE SPECl ES OF PLATHtCTOPI L'S. 

Elvtra llnii(>rmlv whitish-hyaline cro~sed bv three narrow but usuall\" well I~i s ti n· 
, gui~hed-ruscous vitt"': obliquc co~t~l "einleh ,,"C\llling: "('rttx'r,lthcr sher t , 

1. hyalinus OS D. 
Elytra more or less hyaline, usually pigmented :md \"(:inc-d or inscribed \\": th ius, 

eous with the c0~t.1.1 arcrJe hyaline and cros5cod. '" t le~st a t :'l)(.~, ],,' nh· 
lique !usc<:·us veinlets: ne\'er ltnif(\rmly hyaline with nZlrroW 1 r:m"'('fSC 

Vtttoe.. J. 
L 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Elyira quite uniiormly colcrcd or sublly,,-Iinc wi th :l t mest but sligh t \ ('ining 
toward the ape~: oblique veinlcts cf t he Cl'~t.:\ wim[.il1g ,mler;c.r te) the 
anteapic:il areoles. . . . . , . ~. 

Elytra ",hi te. N whitish l1y"linc marc or k~<; cl('·udcd with fuh'('us Or ci:ll'rccus 
and inscribed with fulvOll~·hrown (,r fus('['l!$, (t ~imcs aimost ent irdy 
(U[I'OIlS or black; oblique "einkts ;; t Ic:l.st indica ted in the- cc,ral ;lr('(.te 

1 
Cdor a polished suh· hyaline brown: vertex brge. p:trabc lic, dull 1 "h-(,\\ .-; ; 

clavus and, a broa d bancJ (\crcss the anu-,opical ",.c;c·les which .·'tcn(is 
hac:': along the costa. \l'hi tisl1: face deep black with the cdg-c :."ri "n " ngu' 
late line Wllitc, c onspicuous: length 4 mm.: inllabits C"likrnia. 

3. majescus BatL 
C(.]c·r greenish or crcamy "'hit,,: vertex d the male shcrt. ;lOO;]t righ t ' :1nglcd, 

0f ~hc female strongly prtldueed, lincoa led at apex \\'1 th brc,,-n :\nc1 l'iLk: 
elytra slightlv infuscated at apex witb abcut three obltquc n'micls ;\g;ctllq 

the anteapical arcoles; length 3 1.;-4Y-.; mm _ :./, nigril'iridis n:l11 
Ell'lra but partiallv clouded an.[ inscribed. m:trked "'ith J. ccnspicll<US yc1-

. low dorsal sUi'pe "lung the closed ci),tr(1: inh"bits Califnrni:L . 
4. elegans \ ~l1D. 

Ely~ra variously clouded and inscribed but wilhe-,ut a C()nspiCt'CliS pille clors~~ 
"tta _ . __ ... _ . __ _ _ . _ ...... ____ . ____ .... - - -

V CftCX flat. Thamnotett ix-like. not ciepre ssed nur channdcd t.ow:Lrrt ;:s a,'('~' 
anterior margin Tuunded to the front: prcnotum and el,-lra r~c")I:,,g 
},Icsamia L'ilclli?ta. wanting the white areobr spots 0f PJa./ymc!opilis. 11 

13 _ dorsa I is B;, . 
Vertex m ore or less channeled t()w"rd the apex which may be clejJrcs~eJ O.f 

pr0duce d a n<1 a. little eiC'\·ated: ~nt('ri0r edge thin, :LCU te or s"b ;\<;u;'C' .. -:). 
Face pale or y elk'w, usua.lIy more or less infuscutcd at bnse and si (les . tile fe'e-

mer frequently mar!,ed with an e>ngula Ie p(-!le line. is: 
p';\c(' en t I rei v brown <:',r 1 USCO\!S .. , ...•. , ..• , , • , , .• , .. , . . - - . ' I' e 
Marking~ of the vertex in the form 0f lineations, usually :\ pnte ll)/,ciian til 

more distinct anteriorly and erlged with brown, :lncJ :, i" int sltgbt~\' 
cti'"('rgent line either side. ............ /. 
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P:I1·" rl1 a rk:n~ s en the vertex t;l~,;,ng the. ;c·rn) e·f a brc ~en trans\"crsc V 1tt~ 
b,'!or~ Lhc <;ye~ . m. ;·rc c-r l(' s:; c.;·mpletc. the m<'Ckln I inc "h'; rr ;md :<pic:ll. Lj . 

El vi-ra ,ubhvalinc. ci ther cinerCC-ll~ or f\ll vcus. ·J~.II:l \\\' c loudcd ;In,-1 reticlIb t G,l 
- ,tntcric·r ' to t he :It)te;;lpic:ll arC01c :: with t he white ::Iree- Ja r' ~PG t,; 3pp:trcnl; 
an~lJlilr white line c·n the base d Lh~ Irr.llt di s tinct (except i!l /nIIU) S. 

Slytr:.t [uive-us and c-pake ;mterin '.C> the a ntcaptcal :lfcc 1c". the; ,,'h i re :Hc.:obr 
sp tS obscure in the km:Lle. obsc·lttf in ~he m il le . . H. 

("~:lcra l c01 01' cincrecus with th o:; clytral ;ll"rking~ ,me! :1, ..: ,:-hr Spv lS di.<;Linct; 
b ' neath l1l c·s tlv bhck; :'aee .:li~tin(,:tl)' infuscatec! <It base :mel ,i e, .... . (). 

C;cncrOol CQlc·r fllivous with the clytr:\l nl:lrkinl:' usu:dl)' indi~tit1ct :,na the 
lower suri:1ce p:tle; 1::I.I::c bu t s l ii{hri~' i:liusC1 t()d on til,' ,jl!e.-;, the :tngul:\r 
basal m:tr\;: ne~r1" clJ~clele. .10. 

L~ngth .5 mm.: vertc'" (.j the In,, k little lcnger than tile width between the 
.;,yes, d th~ (emelle ~c-mewh:Jt lengcr: inhab i t~ Ir(}lll C;.tn;lIia t o Gc~ ri:i.!l. 

ii. acutu5 Say. 
L<;nglh 4 mm.: "crtc'" very Ic-ng ~lIHI po );nlcll, a [ \cast twi cc a ~ kng ::I~ wid" 

between the ey(!~; inhabits FIe·rid:.. . ... . ....... . . H. slossoni V .... nD. 
Face o bscurely iniu5C:lred en .tll.; sidcs. l" C angular whit(~ line ~t bas,; (~i$rinct. 

II. 

Face uniicrmly yelle-wish. the J.ng-ubr w\lite line .:H base cbsolc t e: vcrt .; :.: :tt 
lc:tst twice :IS long l'LS wioe betwc~n the eves: elytral retic\,1J.tiollS aJ\d 
Clrec·l:1r Spots obsolete "t least in 111'.' fem:tlc.. . . ... T. latus Baker. 

l.ength a t le,,~t .'i rnrn.: geneLd cck,. iul vens. . I:!. 
Length 3Yi-4 mm.: color cinere'J\l~: usu:JlIy 1inc:cd with greenish . 

10. ctllereui<O.S'B. 
!I·lalc.: piutt;s shcn and brc:lcl. h :l rdly p,,,,in;: the midcllc c·j the pygofcr~: 

areolar spr.ts pr:1ct.ic.'1Il~· obsc-letc antcrior tu the :lnt\~:.t\iic~1 ar(;'t'[cs ; 
general cclnr darker, the m:Jles clearly m:Hked. S. cuprescens Osl >. 

i'.'I ;\I" platt;,; long tri:mgul:1.r. but moilerar.ely exceeded l)y the p" gc·iers 1:3. 
L:1st ventral s"gment el the !c11)<1Ie scarcely Jc.ngcr th:tn (, fl C h:.d f its b"~:l ) 

width: fl):J.le plates norrow; pronotal vina: usually rlistinct. 
5. acutus V:lr . dubius \i:>n I). 

Last ventral segment 0f the female long ~nd narrl)\V~c\ to th~ nearh' trutJc"t~,l 
apex: much longer th(ln ooe half its ba sa l width: m::t1c platu; l:1.rg~ an,l 
hroad: prol1otJI vit.t:.., obs,)lcte 6. oregollensis. l·hker. 

Larger, 4~-5 rnn1.; v:Jlve r;f the mClle distillCtly angled at "P(:.~. 
12. fulvus 0,\.1. 

Sm:1lJer, 3-·\ mm.: valve of the ma\c sC:lrcely =gle<i "t :'1)<;;x . 
\1. angustatus 0>;;). 

Face poo1c or yellow. infusea ted at the sides ... . I(i. 
l" ;lce entirely vellow, sometimes showing obsokte irrura tions qui i.e uniformly 

di stributed .......... ....... ............ .. . .. . , •. 
Vtnex more obtuse; sioes (.f thc f,tec r1i<;tinc:tlv an,l abr\1ptlv d~rker: (he 

angubte p:<Je line at base obvious a~ro~s n(~:lrly th" wile.le width of thc.: 
hee; V(, ftex m ostly black. .. .. . . . . .... I-t . frontaHs VanD . 

V~1'te", morc produceo: f:lce showing tr:'lces c·f d :,rker irror;lti c ns especially 
.... ( the sides; :J.ngulate basal line reduced to an ,m g lcd tr:Ll1sver,;c sP('~: 
vertex mostly white, the m:-.rkin!:$ of t:,c whole uppe r surf:tce rll<)rr strong
ly contr~sting. .1.). nasutus V"nU. 

Vertex longer. about :1S in "MulliS; ?kUf:1C :lnd legs mostly iuscou$ brown; 
i:lllahits Florida to Co\or;)do :-.nd Mc~ico 11\. lorlcatus Van D 

Vertex shorter, abollt as in fronia/is; p\cur,e :lnd legs whiti.',\1 f,r moslly so; 
inhabits Jam<:!iea.. .. . ..... ... '.. .. .... .1 i. nanus' \ranD. 

:vrale plates triangubr, their opex oCllte or sub:l(;utc: l"st ventr"l segment 
c-f the female long with its apical mar~in obliq\\e either side d the middle 
which is distinctly produced :lnd sometime, :lbruptly ang\c.d .l9. 

!\ble plates short, tran;;verse and founderl a t "-I-le~. Ii tt1e c~ceeding, the v.:llve: 
bst ventral segment of t·he female ;;hGrt. truncate, its hind ma'fgin a little 
SlJlUo. ted . . . .2·\' fuscifrocs V:1.n D. 
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HI, l~(\rgerl.5 nj m . ; "\'"hite nJad ·:ing$ c.f lh~ \:crt cx s(: 3. r<;cly ic;rnling (1 't ran ~\·l·rsC' 
\ ' ;tta bci c' re the eyes , c c-n~i s t.i n g ci th~ a pjca l line , a cur",:; ci m ark c: t her 
side , ,mel sC:'n1ctimQS t\\'0 cl Hs hes behi )\d t he se . a n ct i OIlr Hp prc xim 'H (' m arks 
Oil the ba2e ; in ilab it s easte rn sta tes and Cana d a 21 obscurus ()sl) , 

Srn31lcr species, 3Y2-4 mm ; markings ci the vertex ferrni:-,!;" Lr:Lns\'erse ' .. i tt~ 
before the eves, , ' 20, 

20, Vcrtc~ f(\rrnlll~ ;; t least iJ ngh t :lng-Ie bdcrc the :lPC){ subacut<". ~l, 
i' ertex shor t, r ounded at ~ PCy, , ,~3, 

2\. Vert.-x strong!\' pl'ocluccd, al mcsT Q('ute ill. apex, its length n(;arl y tT (; c:it~ 
T\\';C C t he \\' icltll b('twe en tlw ('y~~: p:lle tn ;1 rk in gs compl c t -: \1t;l n (',1. S~ r (',ngly 
contrasted : trans\'ersc \'l tta interrupted at ~he midd le a nd some! im", Con 
c it\1cr si d e: inha '1it.s Pkrida , ,Hl, verccundus \ ' ;m T) , 

Venex ~hc' ~'<? r. sca rc,d" J)Wf€' than righl ~ngled ~t :tpex ' " "" ,:!'2, 
~2, VertC'x p a ler ~t h ,,~(' sh v.(J ing T(; f\l'CCU~ <lllt,er ior ly : tra nS\' C'fse \' ;I\a (" j fuur 

subeq ,,,i1 " 'h i t. e d nsh es : api~;11 d:lS~~ silor t , i~o l a t e c\: areo la r wh it<? spos fe w 
bu l. wel l (l :str i\.w t (' cl o\'er the ch'lr"': inhal;i I S C"I ifcrn j ~l "mel i\"k, ''''", 

, IS, i rroratu5 \" IHD , 
Pc,r"l;' d froilialis n(,:l,I\': gencr:!l c0kr c\clrl;cr or bl:!ck isldusc c.us: a r Ce,l:t r 

\\'h, tc spet S c-\1'SLc-r<'rl ,J\x,u t the ~'1JiCill t nLr."\'n~c nen'Clre:s; w~ i t e m "r~,:i llg s 
c,n tbe ""l'kx consistin ?: I,t Ilw "pi('rtllinr, 8 mOLr:;in:J line' either s id e, 11\' 0 

b rgcr .sp c- ;,s r ep c(' ~cn t.in g t"t' tr:!ns\'ersc "ina, ;md t\\' 0 mCler s O! t 11( " 'N': 
illhabi:s K "ns,,- ,.. , ""'" '" , ,2C, scriptus naiL 

23. ,"mtc'rin cd ;;e of the hea d m <1 rk" cl \\'ith fi,·c un ilcrtn Ci" )1 t igLlCl!S Wh;lC sp""': 
i<ngled ",hi ~e line 011 1.he b;1S0. d t h E' fr ont l'C-prc.sent<:" l by :t ~tl1.' 11 h\lt (k , 
tine;, tr~ns \'e rs E' spot : inhahits J :.'m"ic~ , , , , , " ~,~, br~vj~ " :I n l), 

1\"terier mar ,,;Il (11 the h c :\d ma rh'o wi t ll a \\' hite rtpi c: L\ po in; :ll1d :,n "~ ' S('\l" e 
pellE' p~;(;h eil;·hcor ~i(k ;l l}OUl tlw 0C~JJi; whit e :n :c rk en the b; lSC <;1 t he frc nt; 
rcprescntl'd hy ;J "h"rt slender, J.rcll'J tcd l ine , inh,,1> i t ~ G \1:t lC'ln"b 

~2 osb'uni \ ' a nD. 

1. Platymetopius hyalinus Oshorll, 
Ent :-: ('\\'S, xi, ,P, Z,Ol, \ ~,oo, 

This' insect is quite aberrant in its genus by its UJ)1fLlrmh' 
\\'hitish hyaline elytr:1 crossed by three narTO\'; fusc-Olrs hands. 
Prof. Osborn described it from Ll. series taken from an imported 
tree at 'Washington, D, C .. and strongly slIspected, that it n,ight 
be an exotic form introduced with material 3ddcd to the B(\wrl' 

teal Gardens there, In that case it probably has become {ledi· 
rna teel as :-1r, C, \>\1, Johnson has scn t me a spE'cunen lw look 
nco.r Philadelphia, 

,) Platymetopius nigri"iridis Ball. 
En! :\(;\\'s, ,':<. p, ](,3, 1~)00. 

Another ,"ery distinct little speC1CS from CaliforniCl, Jr is 
of a pale shal\' color tinged \\'it.h green especially on the hE':l<i, 
anterior ,margin of the pronotllm and abdomen, On the clYl ra 
there is a longitudin;tl line on the clavus, some of the discal 
nervures near the apex, about four of the oblique costal \'cinlets 

post.eriorly, and a spot at the apex of t.he inner apiC'J.l arc-ore 
blackish, Face immaculate, Vertex of the male ~hort, :1hOllt 

right-angled at apex: of the female strongly prodllcccd but iiUlc 
shorter than in ,'>Iossoni, The variety dixianus Balt i~ O't 111 
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paler with the vertex of the female shorter and similarly !ineated 
with fusco'us at apex. This variety, of which I have seen only 
the types, is from Utah, 

3. Platymetopius majestus Ball. 
Ent, News, xx, p. 164, 1900. 

A small but very distinct species thus far reported only 
from California. Its deep black face marked with a white 
bOlsal edge and concentric line, the large pale yellowish parabolic 
vertex and the brov,.:nish iridescent and uninscribed elytra make 
its identification ea!;'y. I have seen only the ,types which were 
ki~dly loaned to r:ne by Dr. Ball. ' , 

4. Platymetopius elegans Van Duzee. ," , : C' , 

Ent, ~mericana , vi, _p,' 94" '.890. '_ 
In this species there is a broad yellowish dorsal str(peJrom 

the middle of the vertex to the tip of the' clavus. The corium 
is browuish-cinereous obscurely banded'N'i th whitish hyaline, 
the cinereous areas' are minutely i nscr'lbed with f uscous, the 
apical submargin a~!d some of the adjacen:t nei-vures are heavily 
·embrowned and the clavus Cl:nd disk of the C'oriulU are sprinkled 
with obscure rufous dots.. The lower surface 'is yellowish ~vith 
the base of ~he face cinereous and the angled pale line distinct . 
The vertex of the female is about one half longer than the wid th 
bet\veen the eyes. Length';') mm.' I have seen only the unique 
female type which \V,a::; Jearn "California. but among my Florida 
captures was one apparently soarcely mature specimen showing 
,a similar yellow dor,saL vitta, w:hif:h I cannot identify with this 
spec!es, It may repre$.ent,a. still u ndescri bed form. 

5 .. Platyinetopius acutus Say, 
J1. Acad. Nat. Sci.·, Phila .. lii,p. 306, Hl31: Camp\. ~Vritin~s, ii. p. 38:2. 
,Platymetopius magdalcnsi~ Prev. Pet- faun, Ent. Can. iii, p. 275, 1889. 

This, our most widely qjstributed Platymetop£us, seems to be 
the stem form from which,have branched off most of the closely 
Zlllied species found in this country; to all of which it is connected 
by certain variable characters. I ts typical form, agreeing per
fectly with Say's descriptIdt\-; "j's"fo:und' throughout the middle 
and ncrthern states but in one form or another it occurs from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific coasts and from northern Quebec and 
British Columbia to, or nearly to the gulf coast. The typical 
form may be characterized as follows: 

Vertex in the male a very little longer than broad between the eyes, 
'in the female distinctly longer. Color: Vertex fulvous-brO\vn finely 
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irrorate with testaceous fonning a longitudinal line next each eye and 
another midway between that and the median sulcus; a line at apex.. 
an oblique mark either side of this and four marks on the basal margin 
white bordered \vith piceous black. Pronotum fulvous-brown, closely, 
confluently irrorate with testaceous-white and showing five whit ish 
longitudinal vitt<e more or less conspicllous. Scutellum fulvons wit.h 
four spots on the anterior field and the three angles of the posterior 
field whitish, outlined in black, the disk of the anterior field sometimes, 
variegated with pale. Elytra white, rather closely inscribed with ful vous 
brov."T\ ; nervures darker brown; costal area white cI'ossed by nine or ten 
heavy oblique veinlets; round areolarwrute spots most conspicuous in the 
apex of the anteapical areoles. the base of the apical, and near the t ip 
of the claval. Face light yellow, abmptly shading to fuscous on the 
base of the front and outer half of the cheeks , the fonner marked with a 
white angled line and a more slender one fo11o:w.s close under the anterior 
edge of the verte.'\; the lower continued as a longitudinal line behind the 
eyes. Beneath. and legs deep black, more or less varied wit.h whitish, 
the tibi"ce white dotted with black at the base of the white spines. Geni
tal characters. Male: Last ventral segment short, broadly and very 
obtuSely excavated. Valve large obtusely triangular, apex rounded. 
Plates triangular, exceeding- the valve by about its own length, their 
sides rectilinear or move generally slightly convexly arcllated to an obtuse 
a.pex, sometimes a little concave with their apcx subacute; closely 
fringed with stiff bristles. Pygofers narrow, distinctly exceeding the 
plates. Female: Last ventral segment scarcely longer than one half 
its basal width, moderately compressed suggesting a median c<trina; 
viewed (com directly below the hind margia is broadly rounded: o .... i
duct scarcely exceeding the pygofers. Length about 5 mrn. 

Toward the north and west this species varies to a lighter 
almost fulvous color with little if any black beneatb, the face is. 
paJer, scarcely shading to darker on the sides of the cheeks, and 
the vertex is more strongly produced, at least one half longer 
than broad between the eyes , I call this variety dubius to 
distinguish it from the typical form with which it is connected 
by almost insensible gradations, It in turn forms a connect
ing link with oregonensis, which however I believe to be a dis
tinct species. I · have listed this species as lalus in Canadian 
Entomologist, xl, p. 157, 1908. 

6. Platymetopius oregonensis. Baker. 
Can. EDt. xxxii, p. 49, 1900. 

This species was described from two males from Oregon but 
Dr. Howard has sent to me from .the. Baker collection one male 
and one female marked as types. These agree in every par
ticular with material in Dr .. Ba1l's collection and my own from 
California, Utah, Colorado and New Mexico. In the male the 
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yertex is shaped almost exactly as in the male of oculus, but it is 
shorter than in the female acuius with which sex I assume 
Prof. Baker may have compared his specimens, The female 
has a much 10nger vertex, its length being somewhat more than 
'( \,'ice its wid th between the eyes. I n color this species is still 
l)aler than in the variety dub-ius of the preceding species. It is 
ot a light fulvous, paler and almost immaculate beneath; the 
face is pale with but very faint infuscation on the base of the 
front and sides of the cheeks but with the angular white lines 
on the former distinct. 

This species is best distinguished by the form of the genital 
pieces: The valve of the male is more angled and suhacute at 
ape~; the plates are l~rger with their outer margins distinctly 
concavely a:cuated arid their aDices R little divergent and sub
acute. The last ventral segment O( the female i~ conspicuously 
longer and narr6wer than in acutus - with its apex slightly 
subangularly produced, 

7. Platymetopius latus Baker. 
Can. Ent. xui i, p_ 50. 1900. 

I have one female of this species taken by Mr. W. J. Palmer 
of this city at Quinze Lake, Quebec, which. agrees perfectly with 
Prof. Baker's Colorado .type receiVed from Dr. Ho'\!vard. It 
m.:cy be distinguished by its fusiform shape, narrow pointed head 
with a vertex twice as long as its width between the eyes. the 
broad flaring elytra. the almost uniform coloring which is iul
vous-brown above, without irrorations on the vertex, pronotum 
and scutellum, and almost without elytral reticulations or white 
areolar spots, the nearly concolorous nervures, those of the 
costal areole being a little more distinct, and the uniformly pale 
yellowish-testaceous coloring beneath with the base of the front 
darkened only at the extreme tip and not showing the angular 
white lJ1ark . Genital characters nearest to those of acutus; 
the last ventral segment a little more angled and the pygofers 
smaller. This is a rare species and probahly is confined to 
northern Canada and the higher regions of the Rocky Moun
tains. 

S. Platymetopius cuprescens Osborn. 
20th RepL N. Y. State Ent. p. 517, 19Q5. 

Another closely alli.ed species which comes nearest to acutus 
but has a longer and sharper vertex, about as in dubius and 
oregonensis; the elytra are more infuscated with but slight traces 
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of the white areolar spots. The face is pale yellow, but little 
darkened on the base of the front and sides of the cheeks, with 
the pale angular line distinct. The genital characters of the fe
male arc very dose to those of a.culus, but the last ventral seg
ment is more carinat.ed with its apex distinctly notched when 
viewed from below. In the male these characters are very dis
tinctive. Last ventral segment longer, not shorter, than the 
preceding; valve shorter; plates IT.'i.1Ch shorter. rounded, about 
two thirds the length of the valve; pygofers broad. exceeding the 
plates by about the length of the latter and similar to them ~n 
color and texture. Prof. Osborn's type was taken by me at 
Phoenicia, N. Y., I have taken another female at Niagara F c-dls 
and a male at Boulder, Colorado, and another at Ogden. Utah. 
and Mr. Palmer took one at Ql1inze Lake, Q\\ebec. 

9. Platymetopius slossoni n . sp . 

Very close to aClltus but smaller with a longer and more 
acute vertex and shorter male pygofers. Length 4 mm. 

Vertexlongand acuteatapex,sti1110ngerthanin orego11c'nsis and l alus 
rather more than twice as long as wide between the eyes and obvio1lsly 
longer than the pronotum and scutellum together; marked with t hrel::' 
pale longitudinal lines as in awtus; the lateral curved, becoming approx· 
imate and parallel for a short space at base. Face light yellow with the 
angled base of the front and sides of cheeks broadly distinctly infus- ' 
cated, the former with a very distinct a.cutely angled concentric white 
line which is projected to the apex of the head and is strongly reprc
duced behi.nd the eyes. Pronotum with the longitudinal "ittre distinc. 
as :n atutus, Beneath and abdomen clark fUSCOllS; in the fem ale ob
scurely marked or irrorate with pa.le in places; last ventral segment 

. shaped as in. aClI/.us. whitish at base with aboat four black liguiate marl,s 
on the basal margin. In the male the pectus and abdomen are deep 
black, obsc\lrely marked with , pale on -the venter and at the tip of t he 
valve; last ventral segment angularly but not deepJy emarginatej \"ah:e 
triangular, sllbacu te at apex, plates ra.ther broad-triangular, on tJ~ elr 
sutural margin as long as the valve, their outer edges modera tely si ,1-

uated and, fringed with bristles .. their apex a little narrower than 111 

awtus; pygofers sligh tly but distinctly shorter than the plates \\"hich 
they scarcely exceed at the sides. 

Described from one pair taken at Jacksonville, Fla . , in 
ivIay, 1910, oy Mrs. Annie Trumbull Slosson whose enthusiasm 
and industry have added so much to Ollf knowledge of the insect: 
fauna of Florida 3.nd other parts of the eastern U~)ited Stares. 
I took a good series of what is certainly the sa.:ne species :1C 

Crescent Cit~r, Sanford, Sevenoaks and Ft. j\,iyers, PJorida . 
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They differ only in being slightly larger and paler. This species 
js very close to owlus with which the typical form is almost 
ic1entical in color and markings but its sma!! size, remarkably 
long :lnd acut.e -v-ertex and the short m~le pygofers preclude its 
ref~rence to that spectes. 

LO. Platymetopius cine reus Osborn & Ball. 
Proc. 1ow:1. Acad. Sci. iv, p. 193, 189i. 

This is a very small and somewhat greenish species '""ith a 
vertex formed about as in aculus,' face greenish-white, very 
slightly infuscated on the base of the front where the angular 
white line is distinct; markings on the vertex and pronotum 
nearly obsolete hut the five pale vitt<e of the latter are generally 
discernable: abdomen mostly black in the male, rarely so in the 
female; elytra closely but lightly reticulated Last ventral 
segment angularly produced i~l the female; valve of the male. 
obtusely triane,dar ; plates nearly as long as the valve on their 
suture, triangular, blunt at apex, considerably exceeded by the 
pygofers. 

This, one of our smallest species, is found throughout the 
~"armer portions of the central and southern states from Iowa 
to Florida. 

11. Platymetopius augustatus Osborn . 
. 20th Rcpt N. Y. Slate Ent ., p . 518, 11)05 

Prof. Osborn has very kindly sent me one of hi s male types 
and I have examined the female in his collection . This is the 
sp:,atlest species known to me and has been rC!portcd from the 
type Jocali ty only: Long Island. N. Y . The female is distinctly' 
larger wit.h a longer vertex than the male. It has a light green
ish color with coppery reflections; the rQund areolar spots of the 
elytra are confined to the apical and anteapical areoLes; the costa 
is hyaline with the oblique veinlets dark and the abdomen is 
marked with black. The male is smaller with a mllch shorter 
vertex; its color is a bright fulvotts becoming yellowish on the 
head; the elytra are subopake, almost unicolorous on their base 
but becoming recticulated with brown on their apical and ante
apical areoles where the round white spots a.re fairly distinct; 
oblique veinlets of the costal areole almost obsolete. In both 
sexes the base of the front lS feebly infuscated with the pale 
angular line discernible. 
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Last ventral segment of the female rounded. Valve of the 
male large scarcely angulate at apex; plates triangular, on their 
suture shorter than the valve; terminated by the long set;:e; 
the brown apex of the pygofers much surpassing the plates. 

12. Platymetopius fulvus Osborn. 
20th Rept. N. Y. State Ent .,.p. 5J9, 1!J05. 

This insect has about the form and size of frontalis but it is 
of a bright fulvous color with the etytra mostly opake and the 
markings almost or qui.te obliterated from the base nearly to 
the apex of the ante-apical areoles; vertex and scutellum more 
yellowish with indistinct pale vermi('.u\ate lines; oblique costal 
veinlets brow·n on a concolorous ground; face almost uniformly 
pale yellow with the basal angular pale line rarely indicated . 

Last ventral segment of the female rounded behind with a 
blackish Cl!"C;late mark either sid~ which gives :'t the appearance 
0f heing strongly produced on the middle. Valve of the male 
ovate-triangltlar, its margins arcuated to the . obtuse apex; 
plates large, triangular, exceeding the' valve by its own 1ength ; 
strongly ciliate on their outer margins; pygofers sleno.er. longer 
than the plates . 

Prof. Osborn's types were from Cold Spring Harbor, Long 
Island. N . Y. About Buffalo it is not uncommon among the 
hills at Colden and Go~anda and it has been reported from 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

13. PJatymetopius dorsalis Ball. 
Platymetcpius frontalis V il r. dor~alis Ball. Ent. News,.Ax , p. 164. J900. 

I cannot agree with Dr. Ball in placing this as a variety of 
frontalis. It seems to me very distinct and withall a difficult 
species to place. I.t is fulvous and pale yellow in color and has 
much the aspect of a small l11esamia 'f-·itellina but it has the ver
tex of a Thcmnotettix and the front of a Plat)'metop1:uS, to which 
genus I think it is most c1csely aJlied by its venation and struC
tural characters. The · anterior edge of the head is obtusely 
rounded as compared with the allied species. The lower sur
face, vertex and scutellum are pale yellow and immaculate. 
The pronotum and elytra are bright fulvous with coppery 
reflections, with the sides of the pronotum, costa at base, 3pica1 
areoles and a vague saddle across the a·pical half of the claVUS 

yellowish. I have seen only the unique type from Kansas 
kindly loaned to me by Dr. Ball. 



l L PLatymetopius frontalis \:~\jl DL1 ze~'. 

L':tn. E!1t. xxii, p. ll~. 1:,!)Il , 

(') I)Hl1 l )l1 alld -,v idely dis[ribLttc~t rbr')ughout ;1 great part of 
the Cnited !)t:He'; :10<1 Cnn:Ld:l. Thi s splCciC''; may I:)(~ distin

, guisl1cd by its stnul: form, shon vert(;':, and h.ktd;:ish e,) lor both 
. aboVi: and belo\\-, \\'ltll :1. c1c;1l' ydlo\\' Lett' whtch \)CCI)1)lC S lntlls

cated ,~ l e~lch side but Sl':W:ely :1t tb,~ poinkd I),IS(;' \\·h.:r~' tlH,' 

nll£kf\ lines ;~rt' bll L po.)rl~' distj ngllished. The \,crLC :\. ha~ <:l 

,d;-ito: nlecli;'\l clash :1t :lpe~ and :1 tr:\l1s\'e rse ,'ict~L of simihr 
Ill :,r"'; :l':: fl)-:; S th:: disk hd',l!'(~ tbe eyes. Olore or less ct)f\oipi.:'ll()U:'. 

The prC)/ll)tUnl s.-:-mc:time:; ,;ho\\'" iJ.int traces of the- five p:1.le 
virr:1;' and rhE'r(" ma~- lJe so me \\·\l.itc mark" on r1w ,;cutellul1) 
iort11!n~ t\yO brokcn l(mgitlldin:tl vitLc, Elytral :tre,)lt,'o' with p,'\k: 
re ticub tions ;ti)OLlt th(>i r m.1 rg-i n ~ , :)I)tnetiml'') nl'a rly I)b:)Q)el~ 
in t hc n \~llC's: found :\ reoLtr ~pl)t~ wen deve)()ped :tn, 1 c0nspic-

, UOllS: C()st.:1. \\'b itc, the obi iq \.1C: \'ei nlc:ts hea n': a pi eli areok:-; 
gener:t1I:-' iniltsc:cted beyond the \\'hile h~s:-l1 cl(\t.~, the e~tfemt;.' 

edge t:Jc~lr white. 1[ak genital ch,clra c ters :t.b<')ut :b in /lIh'ul': 
the y:) 1 v(' bro[td(,f ;,'lllc\ more f()l\ ndcd an c1 the pl;\ tes a Ii tt Ie 
,ho l'tcr: l~l:-;t ventr,t] segmrnt of the fi 'm:llc shon, :lnd bro:ldly 
rounded on che apical f\l~trgin . Dr. Ball 11:\s ';C ll( me [<) r 
in:;pec ti un ,) typiC;ll (',,:l ll\plc or j'Yll1lfulis take ll by Prof. Cilkttc 
in !\ k >: iel), 

I -.. ), Platymetopius nasutus \',111 1)\\;'.<.'". 

Btll 

\\'liil~ very close to .{ron/IlI!" r believe this :-l o;uAieil:.,tltl:-· cli s
tinct species. The verLe.\: is (')1)\' i0usl:.- lo\lg~:r ,,:1<11".)01'10: poi n t.ed 
and there is 111 l1C h more \\'1\ i te in the o)lo\'i n.~ of the l\ pper sur
fate. The verb:>: i~ nH)st ly whirl: \\'ith the <\1'(::\ :lnd ;\ tr;ttb
verse <:"roded vi tta bl:td.: , the k\1".iil' r \\' j t h 0, !)h:'cklli line an d t \\v 
obliql,t' d ~t~h.e" 1\-lIit<;::; the pale h~bal portion is \'cinec\ with 
fUSCU\IS ~lnd th\~ \\'hitc me.lian area lS lT0ssed b~ ' ;L black kmgi
tudi tui J i w: e i tlH!r :-:ic\s of the IT) i<:icllt' : the prOll·)t II tl1 is ; rrl)ra tcd 

with \\' hi lc ,md fUoiCi)u:-; with ti le: anterior n)ar;;i 1\ :t 1Id rlcl)l'e s. "cd 
siclb llh):; tl;: \\'hitt' and tile longitudinal vitLc s(,:lrt,: l:.'\~ · iltdi
cat-cd. Th0 eldr;t ;lfc' 11'\lite \\'it,h :1 fC\I' fll!\-Ol\S-lJr()\VIl :tn:::ts ill 
the :trc/.l!cS and' \"itl, llls,:()US rt,ti c u):t.ti{)!lS ()lOft' or less \.:~xtcTl.ded. 
the I\'!iik :treohr ')p,)b l:t'ing much ()bscurcd. R"nC::'lth hlack 
with t: he tihi:c ~Ind t:w,i \\'j, i tE', dotted with b1:L\.:k: the feOlora 
sometincs Ltrgcly invaded \\"jth white. 
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In this species the face while mostly yellow shows a strong 
tendency to a uniform fuscous irroration which becomes more 
conspicuous laterally (thus forming a connecting link with the 
group of brown-faced species), and the angled base may abo be 
darkened, with a transverse crescentic white mark. The male 
plates are p;-oportionately a little larger and more obtuse at apex 
than in frontalis and the last ventral segment of the femelle is 
shorter and more angled. The types of this species were from 
J :J.maica and Colorado and I have seen others from Cali fornia. 

16. Platymetopius loricatus Van Dllzce. 
Bn!. Buf. Soc. ~ at. Sci .. ,·., p. 205, 1894. 

Allied to nasutus but sometimes smaller and showing strong 
indications of the frontal irroratiol1s found in fusc'ljrons . Face 
in typical examp'es entirely pale yellow. Vertex shorter t.han in 
nasulus bu t longer than in frontaLis; its markings substant.ially 
as in fTontl1lis but here the white vitta consists in great part of 
two longer 3.pproximate and dislocated white dashes and a few 
minute irrorations. the base with two median white. dashes. 
Pronotum with the five pale vitta= fairly distinct. Elytra 
mostly blacki')h as in frontalis but with the white areolar spots 
smaller and fewer anteriorly. Face frequently showing st.rong 
indications of fuscolls irrorations. especially towo.rd the base 
of the front where there is then a short angled white mark. 
Last ventral segment of the female short, its hind margin 
hardly angled at the middle. the lateral angles rounded. Valve 
of the male short and rounded or very feebly angled; the plates 
broadly but acutely triangular, scarcely longer on their suture 
than the valve; slightly exceeded by the pygofers. Describ':!d 
from California but I have seen others from Colorado. Florida, 
Orizaba, Mexico. and Gualan. Guatemala. 

17. Platymetopius nanus Van Duze,e. 
Bul. Buf. Soc . Nat. Sci " viii. No.5. p. 65, 190i. 

Very close to loricatus but the colors are paler with the white 
elytral spots less distinct, the pleura are yellow with a br?W!1 
cloud anteriorlv, not black as in lor£catus, and the vertex 15 a 
little shorter b~t similarly marked. The last ventral segment of 
the female is more produced. In the male the Jast venuaJ seg
ment is subangularly excavated behind; the plates also are larger 
and white, surpassing the apex of the pygofers vv·hich j~ not the 
case in IOJ'1:catus. 
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The aspect of these two specie,; and the next shows a greater 
difiaence than is sustained by thei!' structural characters and 
it is possible, bLlt [ hardly think likely, t hat material from inter
mediate localities may necessitate merging them in one. The 
smaller nanus has thus far been found I)nl~' in the island of. 
Jamaica . 

l~. Platymetopius irroratus 11. ~p. 

Differs from loriwLus in being paler in color and generally 
smaller and in having the hind edge of the last vent;c.ll segment ot 
the female distinctly angled either side a nd the plates of the m a le 
proporti0nately shorter but equally acute at apex leaving the 
margins more deeply arcuated, In this form the face is allVays 
more or less irrorated with bro\vn or fuscous or at times entirely 
pale brown irrorated with pale . In the paler indivlduals the 
facial irrorations are always more de nse toward its angled base 
where the pale·line is distinct. The ver tex is somwehat shorter 
than in loricatus and the elytra are cinereolls instead of almost 
black as in that species . It is close to bre'iJis but may be di s
tinguished by the longer vertex which is darkened at apex and 
marked with four white dashes as in loriwtus. The genital 
characters are also quite different from bre'i)'is. Length 4 mm . 

Dr. Ball has sent me a long series of this species taken at 
Chino, Riverside, Pa~adena and San Diego, California, Phoenix, 
Arizona, and Ti J l.tana, Mexico. 

1 g. Platymetopius verecundus n . sp. 

Allied to irroratus and obscurus but with a longer vertex 
than in either. Length:3 1-2 to 4 mm. 

Vertex about as in oregonensis, much produced and acute but dis 
tinctly shorter than in stvssoni ; in the female about tVvice as long:1 <:; wiele 
between the eyes. C\ypeus much constricted near the base wiLh it,; 
apex produced and rounded as in the allied species . Hind margiIl oi 
the last ventral segment of the female distinctly angled and slightly 
produced at the middle and more obscurely angled on either side. 
Last ventral segment of the male subangularly emarginatc; valve \J.rge , 
scarcely angled at apex ; plates as in lor-ica/us, a little longer Lh:m in 
{nora/lis and smaller than in sa-iptns and obscztnl s. 

Color fulvotl s-browil with rather strong ornamentation. Vent.: ); 
marked as in the allied species, the pale apicJ.l line more developed: 
transverse pale vieta sometimes almost entire or broken only by the 
falvous median stripe and a brown line near it on either side, or there 
may be a second interrupting hnc exteriorly ; base with a white median 
vitta bisected by a fuscous longitudinal line and sometimes terminated 
outwardly by a similar line. Pale vitt<e of the pronotum diSLinct. 
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Sell tdh:m di~t ll)cUy f 111 vous \\'itll the extremC'- :Ingles :lnd l \\'0 yi ll ;~ 
irrorat<:> 1\'lell white, E,IYlra slrongly jnscr ibed: the elre-olar \\'11i \(' ';P(IL<; 
di stinct : rostal ;lrC'o1c I\'hiti~h \',ith tl1(' (> bJi(]tK ,'('inict ,:, "tr()n~: ;'\lieal 
ilf<':l)k s naT1'O\\' h- f USC'l, \lS 11 (';>; [ t ·o l he sknrkr \\'hi t (' a pi c;} I 11),[;·gin. 

Front fllh'oll~-hr(lw!), (lb~Cllrcl:' ilTonlll' \" i th p ale . the- \\'11i\ (' (lilg:\ll«r 
lnark on the hase ()[ LIlt ironl \\'(:11 (k\' cl(1pcc1 [lncl rc:tching ;'],(lu[ ()11C 

I"llf \\' (I.\' \0 the CI·l'S. Tlwf(' :ll'C l\1'o '\\'hitc lines IK\'r,nc1 ',he C'h'" :~ l1J:m 
ohs()I£,r.~' obi iqllC' I ') l C ,~,t ,hl' ltJ'pct' <1n gk ()f \ he l<>r:v .: Jlcct(:md ]J i('<.'<.,~ 
f u l\'O\lS- '0)'0\\'11, conspicu ollsl y pill er bcne;nh. A Ld()l1l cn f tl ~e-()ll !:, ur 
h]'[)\\'tl , ":tried ,':ith pale- . L('~s p::\c douce] \"i~h f1\S(C>:lS. 

Described from numerouS o:ampies taktn b~' me in Florida 
CIne! listed (IS "n/Jscu.r1ls Os\),)" in my report 011 the Hcmipter<l 
t('lh:en at that time. The exact Jc,calities rcpri-,,;cntc d ar€, Cres, 
cent City, Sanford, Scn'no~lks) C1earwatE.'r and E stero , This 
~pecies \\'irh naJlus fr(Jm Jarnai c<l, ·irJ'orQ.tus from :\'{(':\;('(> :.Jnd 
s(.!'lPflls (rom K,ulsas form a puzxling ~roup 01 "ery c:lo~el~' :t\lic-d 
forms which rl\11 into lin-ito.lus (In one Jl'~lld :tl]r\ n/)S,:lIrli s "n the 
0t,her. Tllcir gel)i;',ll ch':triic:lE'rs Yilry slightly hut ,If(: )1(>\ Slir-tl' 
ci('.nt for separating them. Students \\'ith "h'lnIJing" pro
eli "j ties \\'i II dOtl h tkss pbcc rr. c:m ,IS \' arj('tie~; of <l single s)lccil's, 

20. Platymetopius scriptus Rill. 
G"t. :"c\\'~, X~. p . 1 (.;j. 100\), 

\ble: ,\ little larger 8nd (.brkl"r with a shorter H,],t.E':\ \.h ; lrl ill 

the preceding t\\'o species, Closely ,dlied to fron/{[/-is hut \\'ilh :t 

hrown front and differently marked Yertc'i:. L.i. s t \'(:otnl1 St'g

ment nearly 2S long as the pr<.:ccding, broadly <lngl1l a !'ly ('~ca
"ated behind and distinctl\' cClrinatc on the medi:tn linc Y8h'e 
I mge, p!'od need btl t scarcely;) ngled a t a pc-x; pi a res J arg(~, suo
acute at apex, sides ncarly straight: on tileir suture mu ch shorter 
than ,the valve: considerably stll'pas')cd by the pygofers. Color. 
bla ckish fuscous, nearly as dark as in JrontaUs. paler o n the sell' 
telltlm: white areolar spots Dresent in the apex of ch(' ~llHe

;Lpical and base of the apiud ~reoks, e1se\\'hcre usually w(Il)ting. 
Face bro\\·I~. coarsely irro r~lte with pale, the angular basHl mark 
distinct. Pectus, abdome.n and legs black; tibia: mosdy ,,'hire 
dOIced \\'ith black: median apical line and anterior edge- of the 
,'ene:;. 'wh i Le; the la tter forKed a bou t t 11e ocelli ~ nd CO;1:1(,,('LCO 

\yi th a sq uarish white spot in d ica t i ng the transverSE: \'i [t.[l of 
lor·!r.a I.u s; basal white dashes usuall.1' connect i ng '\\'i th ~I not her 

. exteriorly forn:ing D.n irregular pale patch. Scutdl:<r :iT1g1cs 
more Or less con~piC'uously fuh-ous. Ll2ngth..J. mm. 

Known to me only from the nve type specimens kindly 
IO!l.ned to me by Dr. Ball. 



10loj A mer'Lwn ,"ipcc-ies vI Pll.1tymeiopius 

21. Platymetopius obscurus Osborn. 
Ohif) \fat. v . p . 274, l'lO:i . 

This species very closely resembles (Lelltus in size. ' color, 
markings and shape of the vertex. The face however is ful-

. vous-brown, coarsely irrorate \vith paler; the valve of the male 
is more angled, the plates are sm;dler and the hind edge of the 
last ventral segment of the female is more transverse and angled 
011 either side. Length;) mm, , 

Described from Nev.; York, Pennsylvania <'lnd Ohio . Mr. 
Palmer found it abundant at Lake Tcmagami. Ont.. and 
Quinze Lake, Quebec . I took it at Sharon <.!nd Ipswich. Mass . . 
and have examined others from Georgia. 

:2::. Platymetopius osborni n. sp. 
Near brevis but larger with a shorter vertex. Length -~ to 'l1.-:2 mm. 

\ier:ex scarcd~' longer thnn its basal wideh; anterior margin rounded. 
the ang-Ic at apec; h,lrcily inclicatetl. Front hr(Xl.Ocr than in brev'is, 
its sides parallel or nrarly so to the superior tip of the lone, then 
abruptl y narrowed to the clypeus . Genital characters substantially 
the same as in the allied species except that the last ventral segment of 
the male is shorter and the pygofers are longer, s1Jrpassing the platcs. 
Last ventral segment of the female distinctly angled at about the middle 
of the latero-posterior margins v,,'here they are practically rectilinear in 
brevis. Color about as in bre-trts becoming paler in some females. 
Vertex flllvous-brown varied with darker, base with four pale marks; 
a line adjoining the eye and the broad apex ivory-white, the laeter inter
rupted by a median vitta forked at apex and a smaU broken spot half 
way between this and the black ocelli. Face irrorate with fuseous points 
which become confluent on the front and base of the cheeks and omit 
the sides of the dypeus) a vittll. on the lor<:£ and another on the cheeks 
above its sltture; pale angled line on the b;lse of the [ron t reduced to " 
small transverse spot less conspicuOlls than in brC'Vis. Pronotum rather 
dark with the five pale vitt~ distinct. Scutellum tinged with [WVOl\S 

with a deeper fulvous mark within the laternl angles, the margin with 
five white spots. Elytra with strong nervures and recticul~(ions, the 
latter fonning a longitudinal median vitta in the ameapical areoles; 
apex infuscated with the extreme edge white as far as the outer areole; 
costa crossed by about ten oblique veinlets; the white areolar spots 
distinct , Beneath and legs varied with pale and fllSCOllS; the di sk of 
the pleural pieces and base of the venter infuscated. The female is 
paler b\'lt ,vith all the markings indicated. 

Described from one female and two males from Prof. 
Herbert Osborn and taken at Los Amates, Guatemala, January 
lith and February 28th, 190;), by Prof. ]. S, Hine, This can 
be confused with no species but brevis from which it may be 



di.stinguisiled by its larger :size. broader form. shorter and mOre 
rounded vertex. the brown vitt,e in the anteapical areoles. the 
longer- male pygo[ers. (lnd the angle on the margin of the lasl 
ventral segment of the female. It has somewhat the aspect of 
sGr'ip1-us but is very di"tinct in having a much shorter vertex, 
in the form of the last ventral segment of the male and in the 
more angled valve. 

~3. Platymetopius brevis \-an Dtlzee. 
Bul. BuL SO(, Nat, Sci. "iii" ~0, .". p. (if,. 1!IO, , 

This tiny species is very close to osborni but it averages a 
little smaller, the vertex. is a little more angled. the transverse 
vitta is crowded close to the anterior margin of the vertex and 
consists of a pale clou.d against each ocellus which may be ob
scurely connected to a pale basal mark either side of the middle. 
The anterior edge is whi t.e and calloused and is nearly or Cll1it.e 
tv.·ice interrupt.ed on either side forming five conspicuollS white 
marginal spots. The general colors in this species (tfe rale. 
largely obhterating the ,I'hite areolar spots on the elytra. It 
has been found only on the island of Jamaica; unless a senes 
from California in t.he Ball collection belong here. 

:24, Platymetopius fuscifrons \'an Duzec. 

Bill. nuL S,c ?\at, Sci. L. p. :20G, ISU4. 
PI"'t)'<1let0pius ai'ntpl"s Bi\ll. Ent. ;-.: QWC,. xx" p. 165. 1 (lo\), 

This is very distinct from any other known dark-faced 
species by thco short transverse male plates and tlw short truT1-
cated last ventral .segment of the female. In the male the 
front is almost black; the vertex is a little more than right
angh:d at ~pex and is obscurely marked. with the white apical 
line distinct. The male isdeeply colored as in frontalis while the 
female seems to be paler than the female of that species, but 
in both sexes the white areolar spots are well developed. 1 have 
been unable to detect any characters by which Lo distinguish 
a/Jruplus, the type of which Dr. Ball has kindly sent me for 
examination. from juscijrons. This species inhabits Arizona 
and California. 

~5, Platymetopius modestus SUd. 
Oi. ,'ct, ,\kad, FMh., xi. p, ~;,.~. 11'.')4. 

This species has not been recognized by later sLudents and 
from the short descriptio;) I am unable to place it in my synop
tical table. I append a copy of Stal's description: 



Hllllj A mcrican SPec.ies of P/utymc!oj)ills 

"Venice thoraccqllc f1:l.vis, illo apicun versus COllcavo, lvtl.:.;itudi
tlaJi"Ccr angu:;tc ni:.;rolincato, hoc basi v ircsccnLC; hemdytris dilule 
virt'scentibus, nervis ftavcscentibu:;, margine costali albido-subhyalino; 
sublt!~ dilute Aav0Cest;)CCllS L(lng .. S, lat. :2 millil11.-:\meric:m scpkn
trionaJis.· . 

:'!(i. Platymetopius tenuifrons Ba]":(·r . 
Ciln. Ent. xxxii, p. 50, l~)OO. 

The typc of this specie::'> was received too late 1"0[' its in<.:lusion 
in the synoptical t.1.ble. 1t belongs to the ;::roup ot bro\vn
faced species and really comes nea!est to 'i.ueomdus from \vhich 
it dillers at once by its much larger size and the still longer 
verte:c It has som~"vhat the aspect of the female orcgonensi~: 
hut che vertex is longer, hroo.der, and more rounded at tip. 
The elytral reticubtions and areolar spots are finer but dis
ti net; the general color is more ci nereous than fut VOllS; the front 
is fl1~cous-bro\Vn irrorated with paler and hecome,; darker or 
almost piceous at the pointed base below the short but distinct 
and acutely angled white line, :lnd the lower surface of the body' 
is varied with pale and brown. The bst ventral se~ment of the 
male is ahOtlt as long as the third and is broadly subangularJy 
excavated; valve rather short and broadly rounded; plates 
broad-triangular ;)'nd shorter than the valve. The pale pr(J
notal vitte:e are onvious hut not conSpiCtlOl,:; ::tnd the vertex 
is hlackened on the immediate apex with a white point at tip 
and a pale marginal mark on either side and another half \\'ay 
to the eye. The unique male type waS taken in Novemher at 
Chapada, Bra£:il. 
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