Known Distribution of the Shining Slave
Maker Ant Polyergus lucidus Mayr

Joseph W. Jones, Jr.

In view of recent collection records from the Southern States the writer
has deemed it worthwhile to report the occurrence of the Shining Slave-maker
Ant, Polyergus lucidus Mayr from this region. While this ant species is appat-
ently not uncommon in the Northeastern States it is also found occasionally
to the south and west, although not as a commonly established species. Of
the four instances reported by this writer, it is interesting to note that the
colony nearest the center of dispersal was the strongest and largest of each
group and that the weaker colonies were successively further south and west.
Moreover, the most southern record produced only two workers which were
found wandering along one of the main line railroads. In this instance a
formicary could not be located although a thorough search was made of the
adjacent area, since it was expected the colony must be close by. This may
well be a case of incidental occurrence since these specimens could easily have
been brought in from elsewhere.

Specimens were determined by Dr. A. C. Cole, Jr. of the University of
Tennessee and by Dr. M. R. Smith of the United States National Museum.

Dr. M. R. Smith, through the Division of Insect Identification of the
Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, has kindly furnished the
locality records of this ant other than those reported by the writer.

Locality records are as follows:

Colorado: Colorado Springs (W. M. Wheeler). Connecticut: (Listed from state by
Gustav Mayr). Indiana: Pine, W. S. Blatchley. Kentucky: Lexington (H. H. Jewett).
Massachusetts: Falmouth, West Falmouth (A. H. Sturtevant). Mississippi: Abbeville
(two workers taken by J. W. Jones, Jr.). New Jersey: Camden County (J. B. Smith) ;
Clementon (Fox); Vineland (Mrs. Treat). New York: White Plains, W. Nyack
(Joseph Bequaert) ; Bronxville (W. M. Wheeler); Pine Lawn and Selden, Long
Island (Wm. T. Davis collection). North Carolina: Belmont (P. J. Schmitt) ; Conover
(H. T. Vanderford). Ohio: South central (L. G. Wesson, Jr.). Pennsylvania: Rebers-
burg (L. E. Shinn). South Carolina: Whitewater Falls, Florence (M. R. Smith).
Tennessee: Bluff City, Ringgold (J. W. Jones, Jr.). Virginia: Bristol (J. W. Jones, Jr.).

Polyergus lucidus was described by Mayr (Verh. Zool.-Bot. Gesell. Wien
20:952, 1870) from specimens taken by Norton in Connecticut.
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