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serves well to identify this species from other Madagascan species but exhibits suffi  -

cient variability that it should always be used in conjunction with other characters.

Etymology. Th e epithet rostratus, meaning “beaked”, refers to the dorsal fl ange of 

the interantennal process in this species.

Link to distribution map.49

Material examined. Holotype female: MADAGASCAR: 12°30’52”S 49°10’53”E, 

Prov. d’Antsiranana, Parc Nat. Montagne d’Ambre, 960 m, 19.III–5.IV.2001, 

Figures 97-102.102 Oreiscelio rostratus, sp. n. 97, Lateral habitus, female holotype (CASENT 2043721); 

98, Dorsal habitus, female holotype (CASENT 2043721); 99, Head and mesosoma, lateral view, fe-

male holotype (CASENT 2043721); 100, Head and mesosoma, dorsal view, female holotype (CASENT 

2043721); 101, Head, anterior view, female holotype (CASENT 2043721). 102, S1, lateral view, female 

(CASENT 2118438). Scale bars in millimeters.
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Harin’Hala, Malaise, MA–01-01A–09, CASENT 2043721 (deposited in CASC)50. 

Paratypes: MADAGASCAR: 60 females, 7 males, CASENT 2042648, 2042839, 

2043322, 2043485, 2043509, 2043511, 2043524, 2043537-2043539, 2043707-

2043714, 2043943, 2118434-2118442, 2132107, 2132109-2132111, 2132447, 

2132727-2132728, 2132731, 2132739, 2132741, 2132798, 2132845, 2133288, 

2133374, 2133401-2133402, 2133414, 2133433, 2134308-2134309 (CASC); 

OSUC 234288-234294, 234327 (CNCI); CASENT 2043199, 2043510, 2043718-

2043720, 2132028, 2132087, 2132108, 2132657, 2134079, 2134192 (OSUC).

Oreiscelio rugosus Sundholm
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:412BFA8E-F41C-46E3-BA33-7828662D6575

urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts:5002

Figures 4, 13-14, 103-108; Morphbank51

Oreiscelio rugosus Sundholm, 1970: 375. Original description.

Description. General: Body length of female: 2.1-2.7 mm (n=20). Body length of 

male: 2.3-2.5 mm (n=4). Body color: head and mesosoma black; metasoma dark 

brown to black.

Antenna: Color of antennae in female: dark brown to black throughout. Color of 

antennae in male: brown. Seta on pedicel of antenna in female: present, reaching past 

apex of A3.

Head: Color of setae on the head: yellow. Sculpture of dorsal frons between frontal 

carina and median ocellus: areolate, transversely rugose. Preocellar pit in females: indi-

cated by a small round depression, present as a distinct pit. Transverse rugae at vertex: 

present. Sculpture of posterior vertex: areolate, transversely strigose. Sculpture of occipi-

tal rim: areolate. Interantennal process: simple. Number of anteriorly projecting setae 

on anteclypeus: 6. Color of mandibles in male: basal half black; apical half pale brown. 

Color of mandibles in female: basal half black; apical half dark brown, basal half black; 

apical half pale brown, brown throughout, basal half black; apical half yellow. Mandibu-

lar teeth in female: teeth of equal size. Sculpture of ventral gena anterior to genal carina: 

row of shallow areolae with reduced ridges between cells. Sculpture of ventral gena poste-

rior to genal carina: smooth. Shape of anteclypeus: striplike, straight to slightly convex.

Legs: Color of legs: brown, distal portion of tibiae and tarsomeres 1-4 yellow, api-

cal tarsomere brown.

Mesosoma: Sculpture of dorsal pronotum: areolate. Color of setae on the dor-

sal mesosoma: yellow. Sculpture of medial mesoscutum: areolate, areolate, with pro-

nounced longitudinal ridges, longitudinally strigose throughout, partially to mostly 

eff aced. Sculpture of lateral mesoscutum: same as medial mesoscutum with a subtle 

confusion of sculptural elements, smooth throughout, with small patch of smoother 

sculpture, formed by fusion of sculptural ridges, smooth patch not extending to scuto-

scutellar sulcus. Notaulus in female: absent. Parapsidal line: delimited, indistinguish-

http://lsid.tdwg.org/urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts:5002
http://zoobank.org/?lsid=urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:412BFA8E-F41C-46E3-BA33-7828662D6575
http://www.morphbank.net/?id=267433
http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:specimen:CADC12C3-0A1E-472A-B179-590DD53395C2
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able. Sculpture of scutellum: areolate. Median furrow on scutellum: absent, present 

as a weak indentation. Posterior margin of scutellum: emarginate, convex. Outer pro-

jection of the propodeum: present as distinct corner or posteriorly projecting spine. 

Posterior margin of propodeal shelf between inner and outer propodeal projections in 

female: concave. Posterior margin of propodeal shelf between inner and outer propo-

deal projections in male: concave. Sculpture of ventral pronotum: foveate reticulate, 

Figures 103-108.103 Oreiscelio rugosus Sundholm. 103, 105, 106, female (OSUC 202157). 103, Lat-

eral habitus, female (OSUC 202157); 104, Head, posterolateral view, female (OSUC 202156); 105, 

Head and mesosoma, lateral view, female (OSUC 202157); 106, Head and mesosoma, dorsal view, fe-

male (OSUC 202157); 107, Head, anterior view, female (OSUC 234351); 108, T6, dorsal view, female 

(OSUC 211421). Scale bars in millimeters.
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becoming smooth at anterolateral corner, obliterated, mostly smooth with longitu-

dinal rugulae ventrally. Anterior pronotal pit: absent, small. Pronotal cervical sulcus: 

poorly defi ned, well defi ned by contiguous punctures. Mesepimeral sulcus: indicated 

by dorsoventral line of foveae, crenulate. Sculpture of femoral depression in female: 

anterior half smooth, posterior half longitudinally striate. Sculpture of femoral depres-

sion in male: with weak transverse striae throughout, anterior half smooth, posterior 

half longitudinally striate. Mesopleural carina: present as one or two carinae, weakly 

defi ned by fi ne ridges. Sculpture of ventral mesepisternum: with smooth area sur-

rounded by small foveae. Pilosity of metapleural triangle in female: present as many 

short fi ne white setae. Pilosity of metapleural triangle in male: present as many short 

fi ne white setae. Sculpture of ventral area of metapleuron: smooth, foveate reticulate, 

with slightly appressed ridges.

Metasoma: Submarginal ridge on T1: percurrent, well-defi ned, indicated by an 

irregular ridge, absent, partially fused with marginal carina. Sublateral tergal carina 

on T2: absent, present in anterior half. Sculpture of T2–T3: reticulate rugose. Sculp-

ture of T4: longitudinally strigose, reticulate rugose. Sculpure of T5: longitudinally 

strigose. Shape of subapical T6 in female in dorsal view: short, width along anterior 

margin at least three times the length. Apex of T7 in male: slightly convex. Longitudi-

nal medial keel on S1: absent. Sculpture of medial S2 in female: foveolate. Sculpture 

of medial S3 in female: eff aced to smooth. Sculpture of medial S4 in female: eff aced to 

smooth. Sculpture of medial S5 in female: longitudinally strigose, eff aced to smooth. 

Sculpture of lateral S3 in female: reticulate rugose, smooth. Sculpture of lateral S4 in 

female: reticulate rugose, smooth. Sculpture of lateral S5 in female: reticulate rugose. 

Sculpture of marginal depression of S2 in female: rugulose, smooth. Sculpture of mar-

ginal depression of S3 in female: smooth, rugulose. Sculpture of marginal depression 

of S4 in female: rugulose. Sculpture of marginal depression of S5 in female: rugulose. 

Apical spine on S6 in female: extending beyond apex of T6 and visible in dorsal view. 

Sculpture of medial S2 in male: punctate reticulate. Sculpture of medial S3 in male: 

smooth. Sculpture of lateral S3 in male: smooth, rugulose. Sculpture of lateral S4 in 

male: rugulose. Sculpture of medial S5 in male: smooth, longitudinally strigose. Sculp-

ture of lateral S5 in male: longitudinally strigose, rugulose.

Diagnosis. Oreiscelio rugosus exhibits a large degree of variability in surface sculp-

ture: the dorsal mesoscutum varies between areolate, longitudinally strigose, and most-

ly eff aced; the dorsal frons is areolate to transversely rugose (Figs 13, 14); and the 

posterior vertex ranges from areolate to transversely rugose. Th is species is most similar 

to O. badius but has a more transverse shape of the frons in frontal view (Figs 107) and 

a preocellar pit (Figs 13, 14). Th e smooth area on the ventral gena anterior to the genal 

carina is a particularly useful character to identify this species (Fig. 104).

Link to distribution map.52

Material examined. Holotype female: SOUTH AFRICA: Cape Province, Cape 

Peninsula, Hout Bay. Skoorsteenkop. 250-500 ft. ZMLU Type No. 1:906 (ZMLU)53. 

Other material: SOUTH AFRICA: 66 females, 13 males, BMNH #790255 (OSUC 

256819), BMNH #790257 (OSUC 256820), BMNH #790233 (OSUC 253200) 

http://osuc.biosci.ohio-state.edu/HymOnline/map-large.html?id=5002
http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:specimen:E5CF83AF-B76B-4ABF-B234-C2A85397AD03
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(BMNH); OSUC 233673, 233696, 233705-233706, 234272-234273, 234348, 

234351-234352, 234356-234361 (CNCI); SAM–HYM–P005682 (OSUC 248299), 

SAM–HYM–P005682 (OSUC 248300), SAM–HYM–P005683 (OSUC 248301-

248302), SAM–HYM–P005684 (OSUC 248303), SAM–HYM–P025413 (OSUC 

248279), SAM–HYM–P025414 (OSUC 248278), SAM–HYM–P025415 (OSUC 

248277), SAM–HYM–P025416 (OSUC 248245-248247), SAM–HYM–P025417 

(OSUC 248248), SAM–HYM–P025418 (OSUC 248249-248251), SAM–HYM–

P025419 (OSUC 248252-248255), SAM–HYM–P025420 (OSUC 248256), 

SAM–HYM–P025421 (OSUC 248257-248258), SAM–HYM–P025422 (OSUC 

248259-248260), SAM–HYM–P025423 (OSUC 248261-248271), SAM–HYM–

P025424 (OSUC 248272), SAM–HYM–P025425 (OSUC 248273-248276), SAM–

HYM–P029338 (OSUC 179125), SAM–HYM–P029339 (OSUC 202155-202156), 

SAM–HYM–P029340 (OSUC 202157), SAM–HYM–P029341 (OSUC 211420), 

SAM–HYM–P029342 (OSUC 211421), SAM–HYM–P029343 (OSUC 211422), 

SAM–HYM–P029344 (OSUC 211423), SAM–HYM–P029345 (OSUC 211424), 

SAM–HYM–P029346 (OSUC 211425), SAM–HYM–P029347 (OSUC 211432), 

SAM–HYM–P029348 (OSUC 211598), SAM–HYM–P029349 (OSUC 211599), 

SAM–HYM–P029350 (OSUC 211600), SAM–HYM–P029351 (OSUC 232018-

232019) (SAMC); UCRC ENT 171073 (UCRC).

Oreiscelio scapularis Talamas, sp. n.
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:AF4A8750-67D0-4E87-AC4E-2F977DFF6D93

urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts:227004

Figures 21, 109-114; Morphbank54

Description. General: Body length of female: 3.1-4.1 mm (n=15). Body length of 

male: 3.6-3.8 mm (n=6). Body color: black.

Antenna: Color of antennae in female: A1–A6 yellow; A7–A12 dark brown to 

black. Color of antennae in male: A1–A2 brown; A3–A12 variably becoming yellow 

apically, antennomeres often yellow ventrally. Seta on pedicel of antenna in female: 

present, reaching past apex of A3.

Head: Color of setae on the head: yellow. Sculpture of dorsal frons between frontal 

carina and median ocellus: coarsely foveate, foveate with contiguous cells. Preocellar 

pit in females: absent. Transverse rugae at vertex: present. Sculpture of posterior vertex: 

coarsely foveate. Sculpture of occipital rim: coarsely foveate, cells often contiguous.. 

Interantennal process: simple. Number of anteriorly projecting setae on anteclypeus: 

6. Color of mandibles in male: yellow throughout, teeth brown. Color of mandibles in 

female: yellow throughout with teeth brown. Mandibular teeth in female: dorsal tooth 

larger. Sculpture of ventral gena anterior to genal carina: row of contiguous punctures, 

row of well separated punctures. Sculpture of ventral gena posterior to genal carina: 

mostly smooth, with sparse large punctures, coarsely and irregularly punctate. Shape of 

anteclypeus: striplike, straight to slightly convex.

http://lsid.tdwg.org/urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts:227004
http://zoobank.org/?lsid=urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:AF4A8750-67D0-4E87-AC4E-2F977DFF6D93
http://www.morphbank.net/?id=267453
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Legs: Color of legs: entirely yellow.

Mesosoma: Sculpture of dorsal pronotum: areolate with expanded ridges. Color 

of setae on the dorsal mesosoma: yellow. Sculpture of medial mesoscutum: coarsely 

foveate. Sculpture of lateral mesoscutum: with an elevated patch of smoother sculp-

ture, bounded by mesoscutal humeral sulcus laterally, extending to scutoscutellar sul-

cus posteriorly. Notaulus in female: present. Parapsidal line: delimited. Sculpture of 

scutellum: coarsely foveate. Median furrow on scutellum: absent. Posterior margin of 

scutellum: convex. Outer projection of the propodeum: present as distinct corner or 

Figures 109-114.104 Oreiscelio scapularis, sp. n., female holotype (CASENT 2042840). 109, Lateral 

habitus; 110, Dorsal habitus; 111, Head and mesosoma, lateral view; 112, Head and mesosoma, dorsal 

view; 113, Head, anterior view; 114, Metasoma, dorsal view. Scale bars in millimeters.
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posteriorly projecting spine. Posterior margin of propodeal shelf between inner and 

outer propodeal projections in female: concave. Posterior margin of propodeal shelf 

between inner and outer propodeal projections in male: concave. Sculpture of ven-

tral pronotum: foveate reticulate, becoming smooth at anterolateral corner. Anterior 

pronotal pit: large. Pronotal cervical sulcus: well defi ned by contiguous punctures. 

Mesepimeral sulcus: indicated by dorsoventral line of foveae. Sculpture of femoral 

depression in female: smooth throughout. Sculpture of femoral depression in male: 

smooth medially, bounded by small foveae. Mesopleural carina: indicated by one or 

two rows of punctures. Sculpture of ventral mesepisternum: with smooth area sur-

rounded by small foveae. Pilosity of metapleural triangle in female: glabrous or with at 

most 3 small setae. Pilosity of metapleural triangle in male: absent. Sculpture of ventral 

area of metapleuron: smooth.

Metasoma: Submarginal ridge on T1: absent. Sublateral tergal carina on T2: per-

current. Sculpture of T2–T3: longitudinally striate. Sculpture of T4: longitudinally 

striate. Sculpure of T5: longitudinally strigose. Shape of subapical T6 in female in 

dorsal view: semicircular, width along anterior margin twice the length.. Apex of T7 

in male: slightly convex. Longitudinal medial keel on S1: absent. Sculpture of medial 

S2 in female: unknown. Sculpture of medial S3 in female: longitudinally strigose, ef-

faced to smooth. Sculpture of medial S4 in female: longitudinally strigose, eff aced to 

smooth. Sculpture of medial S5 in female: longitudinally strigose, eff aced to smooth. 

Sculpture of lateral S3 in female: longitudinally strigose. Sculpture of lateral S4 in 

female: longitudinally strigose. Sculpture of lateral S5 in female: longitudinally stri-

gose. Sculpture of marginal depression of S2 in female: smooth. Sculpture of marginal 

depression of S3 in female: smooth. Sculpture of marginal depression of S4 in female: 

mostly smooth with scattered punctures or shallow rugulae, rugulose. Sculpture of 

marginal depression of S5 in female: rugulose. Apical spine on S6 in female: not ex-

tending beyond apex of T6 and not visible in dorsal view. Sculpture of medial S2 in 

male: longitudinally strigose. Sculpture of medial S3 in male: smooth, weakly longi-

tudinally strigose. Sculpture of lateral S3 in male: longitudinally strigose. Sculpture 

of lateral S4 in male: longitudinally strigose. Sculpture of medial S5 in male: smooth, 

longitudinally strigose. Sculpture of lateral S5 in male: longitudinally strigose.

Diagnosis. Oreiscelio scapularis is most similar to O. rostratus. It may be separated 

from all other species of Oreiscelio on the basis of the shape of T6 alone (Figs 21, 114). 

Etymology. Th e epithet scapularis refers to the large smooth areas of the lateral 

mesoscutum.

Link to distribution map.55

Material examined. Holotype female: MADAGASCAR: 21°15.99’S 47°25.21’E, 

Prov. Fianarantsoa 1020 m, PN Ranomafana, BelleVue at Talatakely, 4-16.V.2003, Ma-

laise trap, Harin’Hala, MA02-09C60, CASC 2042840 (deposited in CASC)56. Paratypes: 

MADAGASCAR: 6 males, 19 females, CASENT 2042208, 2042647, 2042649, 2042837, 

2042870, 2043374, 2043384, 2043386, 2043536, 2043993, 2132079, 2132082, 

2132713, 2132736, 2133372, 2133415, 2133424 (CASC); CASENT 2043381, 

2043385, 2043388, 2133264, 2133931, 2134080, 2134083, 2134087 (OSUC).

http://osuc.biosci.ohio-state.edu/HymOnline/map-large.html?id=227004
http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:specimen:36C720FF-A513-4B51-A54E-13A8A490F872
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Oreiscelio sechellensis Kieff er
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:63970C32-5AC9-4ABB-ACBF-8133846F75E7

urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts:5003

Figures 23, 115-120; Morphbank57

Oreiscelio sechellensis Kieff er, 1910a: 293 (original description); Masner, 1965: 86 (type 

information).

Scelio (Oreiscelio) seychellensis (Kieff er): Kieff er, 1910b: 73 (subgeneric assignment).

Oriscelio seychellensis: Kieff er, 1912: 58 (redescribed as new); Kieff er, 1926: 346 (de-

scription).

Description. General: Body length of female: 3.1-3.4 mm (n=9). Body length of male: 

3.0 mm (n=1). Body color: black.

Antenna: Color of antennae in female: A1–A6 pale brown; A7–A12 dark brown. 

Color of antennae in male: A1–A2 brown; A3–A12 yellow. Seta on pedicel of antenna 

in female: present, not reaching apex of A3.

Head: Color of setae on the head: yellow. Sculpture of dorsal frons between frontal 

carina and median ocellus: coarsely foveate. Preocellar pit in females: indicated by a 

small round depression. Transverse rugae at vertex: present. Sculpture of posterior ver-

tex: coarsely foveate. Sculpture of occipital rim: areolate. Interantennal process: simple. 

Number of anteriorly projecting setae on anteclypeus: 6. Color of mandibles in male: 

basal half black, apical half brown. Color of mandibles in female: brown throughout. 

Mandibular teeth in female: teeth of equal size. Sculpture of ventral gena anterior to 

genal carina: row of shallow areolae with reduced ridges between cells. Sculpture of 

ventral gena posterior to genal carina: mostly smooth, with sparse large punctures. 

Shape of anteclypeus: striplike, straight to slightly convex.

Legs: Color of legs: coxae brown, legs otherwise yellow.

Mesosoma: Sculpture of dorsal pronotum: areolate. Color of setae on the dorsal 

mesosoma: yellow. Sculpture of medial mesoscutum: areolate. Sculpture of lateral mes-

oscutum: with small patch of smoother sculpture, formed by fusion of sculptural ridg-

es, smooth patch not extending to scutoscutellar sulcus. Notaulus in female: absent. 

Parapsidal line: delimited. Sculpture of scutellum: areolate. Median furrow on scutel-

lum: present as a weak indentation, present as a distinct furrow reaching from posterior 

to anterior margin. Posterior margin of scutellum: deeply notched. Outer projection 

of the propodeum: present as distinct corner or posteriorly projecting spine. Posterior 

margin of propodeal shelf between inner and outer propodeal projections in female: 

concave. Posterior margin of propodeal shelf between inner and outer propodeal pro-

jections in male: concave. Sculpture of ventral pronotum: foveate reticulate, becoming 

smooth at anterolateral corner. Anterior pronotal pit: absent. Pronotal cervical sulcus: 

well defi ned by contiguous punctures. Mesepimeral sulcus: indicated by dorsoventral 

line of foveae. Sculpture of femoral depression in female: smooth throughout. Sculp-

ture of femoral depression in male: anterior half smooth, posterior half fi nely foveate. 

Mesopleural carina: indicated by one or two rows of punctures, present as one or two 

http://lsid.tdwg.org/urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts:5003
http://zoobank.org/?lsid=urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:63970C32-5AC9-4ABB-ACBF-8133846F75E7
http://www.morphbank.net/?id=267901
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carinae. Sculpture of ventral mesepisternum: with smooth area surrounded by small 

foveae. Pilosity of metapleural triangle in female: present as many short fi ne white 

setae. Pilosity of metapleural triangle in male: present as many short fi ne white setae. 

Sculpture of ventral area of metapleuron: foveate reticulate, foveate reticulate, with 

slightly appressed ridges.

Metasoma: Submarginal ridge on T1: percurrent, well-defi ned. Sublateral tergal 

carina on T2: absent. Sculpture of T2–T3: reticulate rugose. Sculpture of T4: longi-

Figures 115-120.105 Oreiscelio sechellensis Kieff er. 115, Lateral habitus, female (OSUC 207594); 116, 

Dorsal habitus, female (OSUC 207594); 117, Head and mesosoma, lateral view, female (OSUC 207594); 

118, Head and mesosoma, dorsal view, female (OSUC 207594); 119, Head, anterior view, female (OSUC 

234298); 120, Metasoma, ventral view, female (OSUC 234301). Scale bars in millimeters.
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tudinally strigose, reticulate rugose. Sculpure of T5: longitudinally strigose, reticulate 

rugose. Shape of subapical T6 in female in dorsal view: short, width along anterior 

margin at least three times the length. Apex of T7 in male: straight to slightly concave, 

with small points laterally. Longitudinal medial keel on S1: absent. Sculpture of medial 

S2 in female: punctate. Sculpture of medial S3 in female: eff aced to smooth. Sculpture 

of medial S4 in female: eff aced to smooth. Sculpture of medial S5 in female: eff aced 

to smooth. Sculpture of lateral S3 in female: smooth. Sculpture of lateral S4 in female: 

smooth. Sculpture of lateral S5 in female: reticulate rugose, punctate crenulate. Sculp-

ture of marginal depression of S2 in female: smooth. Sculpture of marginal depression 

of S3 in female: mostly smooth, with scattered punctures or shallow rugulae. Sculpture 

of marginal depression of S4 in female: rugulose. Sculpture of marginal depression of 

S5 in female: rugulose, mostly smooth with scattered punctures. Apical spine on S6 in 

female: not extending beyond apex of T6 and not visible in dorsal view. Sculpture of 

medial S2 in male: punctate. Sculpture of medial S3 in male: smooth. Sculpture of lat-

eral S3 in male: smooth. Sculpture of lateral S4 in male: smooth. Sculpture of medial 

S5 in male: smooth. Sculpture of lateral S5 in male: smooth.

Diagnosis. Oreiscelio sechellensis is similar to Oreiscelio zuzkae, from which it dif-

fers most obviously in the sculpture of the sternites; the sternites of O. sechellensis are 

largely smooth (Figs 23, 120) while those of O. zuzkae are longitudinally reticulate 

(Fig. 138). Th e only other species with similarly reduced sculpture of the ventral meta-

soma is Oreiscelio rugosus. Females of O. rugosus have a spine on S6 that is visible in 

dorsal view (Fig. 108) whereas females of O. sechellensis do not (Fig. 118).

Link to distribution map.58

Material examined. Holotype female: SEYCHELLES: Percy Sladen Trust Expe-

dition. 1930-170. B.M. TYPE HYM. 9.507 (BMNH)59. Paratypes: SEYCHELLES: 

7 females, BMNH #790246 (OSUC 253194-253199), BMNH #790247 (OSUC 

253194) (BMNH) Other material: SEYCHELLES: 1 male, 9 females, OSUC 207594, 

234295-234392 (CNCI).

Comments. Oreiscelio sechellensis was originally described from only female speci-

mens; one male is included in this revision.

Oreiscelio turneri Nixon
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:250A31B0-7E2A-43E7-86AA-E4FAEB8CA689

urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts:5004

Figures 2-3, 19, 121-126; Morphbank60

Oriscelio turneri Nixon, 1933: 294 (original description).

Oreiscelio turneri: Masner, 1965: 86 (type information).

Description. General: Body length of female: 2.3-2.9 mm (n=20). Body length of 

male: 2.2-2.7 mm (n=20). Body color: dark brown to black, metasoma often lighter 

than head and mesosoma.

http://lsid.tdwg.org/urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts:5004
http://zoobank.org/?lsid=urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:250A31B0-7E2A-43E7-86AA-E4FAEB8CA689
http://www.morphbank.net/?id=267967
http://osuc.biosci.ohio-state.edu/HymOnline/map-large.html?id=5003
http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:specimen:58E8CBCE-BF7F-4415-9F5B-3178039A5DE3
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Antenna: Color of antennae in female: dark brown to black throughout, A1 black, 

A2–A6 pale brown, A7–A12 black, A1 dark brown, A2–A6 yellow, A7–A12 dark 

brown, A1 brown, A2–A6 yellow, A7–A12 brown, A1 brown, A2 pale brown, A3–A12 

brown. Color of antennae in male: A1–A2 brown; A3–A12 variably becoming yellow 

apically, antennomeres often yellow ventrally, brown. Seta on pedicel of antenna in 

female: present, reaching to apex of A3.

Head: Color of setae on the head: yellow. Sculpture of dorsal frons between fron-

tal carina and median ocellus: areolate. Preocellar pit in females: absent, indicated by 

a small round depression. Transverse rugae at vertex: present. Sculpture of posterior 

vertex: areolate. Sculpture of occipital rim: areolate. Interantennal process: diverging 

into two carinae that extend laterally along surface of frons. Number of anteriorly 

projecting setae on anteclypeus: 6. Color of mandibles in male: basal half black, api-

cal half brown, teeth dark brown to black. Color of mandibles in female: basal half 

black; apical half dark brown, brown throughout, pale brown with teeth dark brown. 

Mandibular teeth in female: ventral tooth at least twice as long and wide at base than 

dorsal tooth. Sculpture of ventral gena anterior to genal carina: row of shallow areolae 

with reduced ridges between cells, row of contiguous punctures. Sculpture of ventral 

gena posterior to genal carina: areolate, coarsely and irregularly punctate. Shape of 

anteclypeus: striplike, straight to slightly convex.

Legs: Color of legs: brown, tarsi and distal portion of tibiae yellow.

Mesosoma: Sculpture of dorsal pronotum: areolate. Color of setae on the dorsal 

mesosoma: yellow. Sculpture of medial mesoscutum: areolate, areolate, with pronounced 

longitudinal ridges. Sculpture of lateral mesoscutum: same as medial mesoscutum with 

a subtle confusion of sculptural elements. Notaulus in female: absent. Parapsidal line: 

indistinguishable. Sculpture of scutellum: areolate. Median furrow on scutellum: ab-

sent, present as a weak indentation. Posterior margin of scutellum: emarginate. Outer 

projection of the propodeum: present as distinct corner or posteriorly projecting spine. 

Posterior margin of propodeal shelf between inner and outer propodeal projections in 

female: concave. Posterior margin of propodeal shelf between inner and outer propo-

deal projections in male: concave. Sculpture of ventral pronotum: foveate reticulate, 

becoming smooth at anterolateral corner. Anterior pronotal pit: absent, small. Pronotal 

cervical sulcus: poorly defi ned. Mesepimeral sulcus: indicated by dorsoventral line of 

foveae, crenulate. Sculpture of femoral depression in female: smooth throughout, trans-

versely striate throughout, anterior half smooth, posterior half fi nely foveate. Sculpture 

of femoral depression in male: smooth throughout, fi nely foveate throughout, with 

weak transverse striae throughout, anterior half smooth, posterior half fi nely foveate. 

Mesopleural carina: present as one or two carinae. Sculpture of ventral mesepisternum: 

foveate, with smooth area surrounded by small foveae. Pilosity of metapleural triangle 

in female: present as many short fi ne white setae. Pilosity of metapleural triangle in 

male: present as many short fi ne white setae. Sculpture of ventral area of metapleuron: 

smooth, foveate reticulate, foveate reticulate, with slightly appressed ridges.

Metasoma: Submarginal ridge on T1: percurrent, well-defi ned, indicated by an 

irregular ridge, absent. Sublateral carina on T2: absent, present in anterior half. Sculp-
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ture of T2–T3: reticulate rugose. Sculpture of T4: longitudinally strigose, reticulate 

rugose. Sculpure of T5: longitudinally strigose, reticulate rugose. Shape of subapical 

T6 in female in dorsal view: short, width along anterior margin at least three times the 

length. Apex of T7 in male: bispinose. Longitudinal medial keel on S1: absent, present. 

Sculpture of medial S2 in female: reticulate rugose. Sculpture of medial S3 in female: 

eff aced to smooth. Sculpture of medial S4 in female: eff aced to smooth. Sculpture of 

Figures 121-126.106 Oreiscelio turneri Nixon 121-124, female (OSUC 233753). 121, Lateral habitus, 

female (OSUC 233753); 122, Dorsal habitus, female (OSUC 233753); 123, Head and mesosoma, lat-

eral, female (OSUC 233753); 124, Head and mesosoma dorsal view, female (OSUC 233753); 125, Head, 

anterior view, female (OSUC 234679); 126, Head, ventrolateral view, male (OSUC 233698). Scale bars 

in millimeters.
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medial S5 in female: eff aced to smooth. Sculpture of lateral S3 in female: punctate 

crenulate, rugulose. Sculpture of lateral S4 in female: longitudinally strigose, rugulose, 

punctate crenulate. Sculpture of lateral S5 in female: reticulate rugose. Sculpture of 

marginal depression of S2 in female: rugulose. Sculpture of marginal depression of S3 

in female: smooth. Sculpture of marginal depression of S4 in female: mostly smooth 

with scattered punctures or shallow rugulae. Sculpture of marginal depression of S5 

in female: rugulose. Apical spine on S6 in female: extending beyond apex of T6 and 

visible in dorsal view. Sculpture of medial S2 in male: punctate reticulate, foveolate. 

Sculpture of medial S3 in male: smooth, foveate. Sculpture of lateral S3 in male: lon-

gitudinally strigose, foveolate. Sculpture of lateral S4 in male: rugulose, longitudinally 

strigose, foveolate. Sculpture of medial S5 in male: smooth, foveate. Sculpture of lat-

eral S5 in male: foveolate, longitudinally strigose, reticulate rugose, rugulose. 

Diagnosis. Oreiscelio turneri is most similar in general appearance to Oreiscelio 

coracinus and Oreiscelio badius. Oreiscelio turneri is separated from both of these spe-

cies by the much larger ventral mandibular tooth (Figs 41, 42). Th e specimens from 

Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda tend to be smaller and darker in color than those found 

in Zimbabwe and South Africa.

Link to distribution map.61

Material examined. Holotype, female: SOUTH AFRICA: Eastern Cape Prov., 

Pondoland, Port Saint John’s, V-1924, none specifi ed, R. E. Turner, B.M. TYPE 

HYM. 9.508 (deposited in BMNH). Paratypes: SOUTH AFRICA: 5 females, 14 

male, BMNH #790248 (OSUC 253192), OSUC 253176-253191 (BMNH); 

SAM–HYM–P002817 (OSUC 248308), SAM–HYM–P002818 (OSUC 248309) 

(SAMC). Other material: (159 females, 54 males) BOTSWANA: 18 females, 1 male, 

OSUC 234274, 234279 (CNCI); OSUC 164241-164243, 164265-164266, 164341, 

164343, 164350, 202159-202160, 202162, 202164, 211428-211429 (OSUC); 

OSUC 171171, 207690, 211401 (USNM). KENYA: 23 females, 7 males, BMNH 

#790256 (OSUC 253167) (BMNH); CASENT 2042593-2042595 (CASC); OSUC 

233669-233671, 233674-233684, 233686, 233697-233702, 233707-233708, 

234223, 234354-234355 (CNCI). NAMIBIA: 3 females, 3 males, BMNH #790251 

(OSUC 253162), BMNH #790252 (OSUC 253161), OSUC 253160, OSUC 

253168-253170 (BMNH). MALAWI: 3 females, OSUC 234316-234317, 234349 

(CNCI). MOZAMBIQUE: 3 females, OSUC 233690-233692 (CNCI). SOMALIA: 

1 female, 1 male, OSUC 211438, 234280 (CNCI). SOUTH AFRICA: 63 females, 

14 males, BMNH #790253 (OSUC 253165), BMNH #790254 (OSUC 253159), 

OSUC 253163, OSUC 253166 (BMNH); OSUC 211437, 233685, 233693-

233695, 233704, 233713-233716, 233718, 233722, 233724, 233726-233731, 

233734, 233743-233744, 233746-233748, 233750, 233753, 233757, 233764-

233766, 233768, 233774-233779, 233783, 233786, 233790, 233792, 233794-

233795, 233803, 234304-234305, 234312-234314, 234318, 234322 (CNCI); 

OSUC 141976-141977, 170287, 176102-176103, 176351, 202169-202171, 

211426, 58658 (OSUC); OSUC 174690, 174701, 174703-174704, 233031-233034 

(SANC); UCRC ENT 171071-171072 (UCRC). TANZANIA: 7 females, 1 male, 

http://osuc.biosci.ohio-state.edu/HymOnline/map-large.html?id=5004
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CASENT 2042524, 2042526-2042527 (CASC); SAM–HYM–P016081 (OSUC 

248290), SAM–HYM–P016400 (OSUC 248287), SAM–HYM–P016635 (OSUC 

248292), SAM–HYM–P018349 (OSUC 248291), SAM–HYM–P019145 (OSUC 

248289) (SAMC). ZAMBIA: 2 females, BMNH #790259 (OSUC 253174-253175) 

(BMNH). ZIMBABWE: 36 females, 27 males, BMNH #790249 (OSUC 253172), 

OSUC 253164, OSUC 253171, OSUC 253173 (BMNH); OSUC 233738, 234204-

234212, 234215, 234224-234232, 234234-234239, 234243-234244, 234246-

234250, 234363-234364, 234366, 234368-234369, 234371-234372, 234376-

234378, 234383-234384, 234386-234387, 234389, 234391-234396, 234398-

234400, 234402 (CNCI); OSUC 233030 (SANC).

Oreiscelio zulu Talamas & Polaszek, sp. n.
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:69A3FD7C-8202-434C-98FE-A15E64BBE08A

urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts: 244054

Figures 127-132; Morphbank62

Description. General. Body length of female: 2.4-2.5 mm (n=3). Body color: black. 

Antenna: Color of antennae in female: dark brown to black throughout. Seta on 

pedicel of antenna in female: present, reaching past apex of A3. 

Head: Color of setae on the head: white. Sculpture of dorsal frons between frontal 

carina and median ocellus: areolate. Preocellar pit in females: absent. Transverse rugae 

at vertex: present. Sculpture of posterior vertex: areolate. Sculpture of occipital rim: 

areolate. Interantennal process: extended dorsally into medial fl ange, fl ange reaching 

from near apex of interantennal process to frons. Number of anteriorly projecting se-

tae on anteclypeus: 6. Color of mandibles in female: basal half black; apical half pale 

brown. Mandibular teeth in female: teeth of equal size. Sculpture of ventral gena ante-

rior to genal carina: row of shallow areolae with reduced ridges between cells. Sculpture 

of ventral gena posterior to genal carina: areolate, irregularly rugose. 

Legs: Shape of anteclypeus: striplike, straight to slightly convex. 

Color of legs: coxae and femora dark brown, trochanters, tibia and tarsi yellowish-

brown. 

Mesosoma: Sculpture of dorsal pronotum: areolate. Color of setae on the dorsal 

mesosoma: white. Sculpture of medial mesoscutum: areolate. Sculpture of lateral mes-

oscutum: same as medial mesoscutum with a subtle confusion of sculptural elements, 

areolate. Notaulus in female: absent. Parapsidal line: indistinguishable. Sculpture of 

scutellum: areolate. Median furrow on scutellum: present as a weak indentation. Poste-

rior margin of scutellum: deeply notched. Outer projection of the propodeum: present 

as distinct corner or posteriorly projecting spine. Posterior margin of propodeal shelf 

between inner and outer propodeal projections in female: concave. Sculpture of ventral 

pronotum: foveate reticulate, becoming smooth at anterolateral corner. Anterior prono-

tal pit: small. Pronotal cervical sulcus: well defi ned by contiguous punctures. Mesepi-

meral sulcus: crenulate. Sculpture of femoral depression in female: transversely striate 

http://lsid.tdwg.org/urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts: 244054
http://zoobank.org/?lsid=urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:69A3FD7C-8202-434C-98FE-A15E64BBE08A
http://www.morphbank.net/?id=464259
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throughout, fi nely foveate throughout. Mesopleural carina: present as one or two cari-

nae. Sculpture of ventral mesepisternum: with smooth area surrounded by small foveae. 

Pilosity of metapleural triangle in female: present as many short fi ne white setae. Sculp-

ture of ventral area of metapleuron: foveate reticulate, with slightly appressed ridges. 

Metasoma: Submarginal ridge on T1: absent. Sublateral carina on T2: percurrent. 

Sculpture of T2–T3: reticulate rugose. Sculpture of T4: reticulate rugose. Sculpure of 

T5: reticulate rugose. Shape of subapical T6 in female in dorsal view: short, width along 

Figures 127-132.107 Oreiscelio zulu, sp. n. 127-128, 131-132, female holotype (OSUC 174708). 127, 

Lateral habitus, female (OSUC 174708); 128, Ventral habitus, female, (OSUC 174708); 129, Head 

and mesosoma, lateral view, female (OSUC 256829); 130, Head and mesosoma, dorsal view, female 

(OSUC 256829); 131, Head, anterior view, female (OSUC 174708); 132 Head, anterolateral view, fe-

male (OSUC 174708). Scale bars in millimeters.
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anterior margin at least three times the length. Longitudinal medial keel on S1: absent. 

Sculpture of medial S2 in female: punctate reticulate. Sculpture of medial S3 in female: 

foveate, eff aced to smooth. Sculpture of medial S4 in female: eff aced to smooth. Sculp-

ture of medial S5 in female: longitudinally strigose. Sculpture of lateral S3 in female: 

punctate crenulate. Sculpture of lateral S4 in female: punctate crenulate. Sculpture of 

lateral S5 in female: punctate crenulate. Sculpture of marginal depression of S2 in fe-

male: rugulose. Sculpture of marginal depression of S3 in female: rugulose. Sculpture of 

marginal depression of S4 in female: rugulose. Sculpture of marginal depression of S5 

in female: rugulose. Apical spine on S6 in female: not extending beyond apex of T6 and 

not visible in dorsal view, extending beyond apex of T6 and visible in dorsal view. 

Diagnosis. Oreiscelio zulu appears to be limited in distribution to the eastern part 

of South Africa. It is similar in habitus to O. turneri, O. coracinus, and O. badius but 

lacks divergent carinae on the frons above the interantennal process and instead bears a 

dorsal fl ange. Among the continental species the dorsally enlarged interantennal proc-

ess is similar to that of O. iommii, which is easily distinguishable from O. zulu by its 

entirely smooth mesopleuron. 

Etymology. Oreiscelio zulu is named for the Zulu people that inhabit the eastern 

region of South Africa where this species is found.

Link to distribution map.63

Material examined. Holotype, female: SOUTH AFRICA: South Africa, Kwa-

Zulu-Natal Prov., Mbazwana, IV-1977, G. L. Prinsloo, OSUC 174708 (deposited in 

SANC). Paratypes: SOUTH AFRICA: 2 females, BMNH #790250 (OSUC 256828), 

BMNH #790252 (OSUC 256829).

Oreiscelio zuzkae Talamas & Johnson, sp. n.
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:301560DC-C2DA-4078-85C4-A3AC9D6A5A25

urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts:225573

Figures 5, 18, 133-138; Morphbank64

Description. General: Body length of female: 3.3-3.9 mm (n=14). Body color: black.

Antenna: Color of antennae in female: A1–A6 yellow; A7–A12 dark brown to 

black. Seta on pedicel of antenna in female: present, not reaching apex of A3.

Head: Color of setae on the head: white. Sculpture of dorsal frons between frontal 

carina and median ocellus: areolate. Preocellar pit in females: absent, indicated by a 

small round depression, present as a distinct pit. Transverse rugae at vertex: present. 

Sculpture of posterior vertex: areolate. Sculpture of occipital rim: areolate. Interanten-

nal process: simple. Number of anteriorly projecting setae on anteclypeus: 6. Color 

of mandibles in female: yellow throughout with teeth brown. Mandibular teeth in fe-

male: ventral tooth larger, but less than 2x as long as dorsal tooth. Sculpture of ventral 

gena anterior to genal carina: row of shallow areolae with reduced ridges between cells. 

Sculpture of ventral gena posterior to genal carina: coarsely and irregularly punctate, 

irregularly rugose. Shape of anteclypeus: striplike, straight to slightly convex.

http://lsid.tdwg.org/urn:lsid:biosci.ohio-state.edu:osuc_concepts:225573
http://zoobank.org/?lsid=urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:301560DC-C2DA-4078-85C4-A3AC9D6A5A25
http://www.morphbank.net/?id=268023
http://osuc.biosci.ohio-state.edu/HymOnline/map-large.html?id=244054
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Legs: Color of legs: coxae brown, legs otherwise yellow.

Mesosoma: Sculpture of dorsal pronotum: areolate. Color of setae on the dorsal 

mesosoma: white, yellow. Sculpture of medial mesoscutum: areolate. Sculpture of lat-

eral mesoscutum: same as medial mesoscutum with a subtle confusion of sculptural 

elements. Notaulus in female: present. Parapsidal line: delimited. Sculpture of scutel-

lum: areolate. Median furrow on scutellum: present as a distinct furrow reaching from 

Figures 133-138.108 Oreiscelio zuzkae, sp. n. 133, 135-138, female (CASENT 2042528). 133, Lateral 

habitus, female (CASENT 2042528); 134, Metasoma, dorsal view, female (OSUC 207588); 135, Head 

and mesosoma, lateral view, female (CASENT 2042528); 136, Head and mesosoma, dorsal view, female 

(CASENT 2042528); 137, Head, anterior view, female (CASENT 2042528); 138 Metasoma, ventral 

view, female (CASENT 2042528). Scale bars in millimeters.
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posterior to anterior margin. Posterior margin of scutellum: deeply notched. Outer 

projection of the propodeum: present as distinct corner or posteriorly projecting spine. 

Posterior margin of propodeal shelf between inner and outer propodeal projections in 

female: concave. Sculpture of ventral pronotum: foveate reticulate, becoming smooth at 

anterolateral corner. Anterior pronotal pit: large. Pronotal cervical sulcus: well defi ned 

by contiguous punctures. Mesepimeral sulcus: indicated by dorsoventral line of foveae, 

crenulate. Sculpture of femoral depression in female: transversely striate throughout, 

anterior half smooth, posterior half fi nely foveate, fi nely foveate throughout. Mesop-

leural carina: present as one or two carinae. Sculpture of ventral mesepisternum: fove-

ate, with smooth area surrounded by small foveae. Pilosity of metapleural triangle in 

female: present as many short fi ne white setae. Sculpture of ventral area of metapleu-

ron: smooth, foveate reticulate, foveate reticulate, with slightly appressed ridges.

Metasoma: Submarginal ridge on T1: percurrent, well-defi ned, indicated by an ir-

regular ridge. Sublateral carina on T2: present in anterior half. Sculpture of T2–T3: re-

ticulate rugose, longitudinally strigose with rugose interstices. Sculpture of T4: longitu-

dinally strigose, longitudinally striate. Sculpure of T5: longitudinally strigose. Shape of 

subapical T6 in female in dorsal view: short, width along anterior margin at least three 

times the length. Longitudinal medial keel on S1: absent. Sculpture of medial S2 in 

female: reticulate rugose. Sculpture of medial S3 in female: foveate, eff aced to smooth. 

Sculpture of medial S4 in female: eff aced to smooth. Sculpture of medial S5 in female: 

longitudinally strigose. Sculpture of lateral S3 in female: reticulate rugose, foveolate. 

Sculpture of lateral S4 in female: reticulate rugose, foveolate. Sculpture of lateral S5 

in female: reticulate rugose, longitudinally strigose. Sculpture of marginal depression 

of S2 in female: mostly smooth, with scattered punctures or shallow rugulae, rugu-

lose. Sculpture of marginal depression of S3 in female: mostly smooth, with scattered 

punctures or shallow rugulae. Sculpture of marginal depression of S4 in female: mostly 

smooth with scattered punctures or shallow rugulae. Sculpture of marginal depression 

of S5 in female: rugulose, mostly smooth with scattered punctures. Apical spine on S6 

in female: not extending beyond apex of T6 and not visible in dorsal view.

Diagnosis. Oreiscelio zuzkae is a widespread species, extending from Guinea east to 

Tanzania and south to South Africa. It is not particularly similar to any other continen-

tal species and may be separated from them by its medially furrowed mesoscutellum 

(Fig. 136), lack of a spine on S6 (Fig. 134) and the simple interantennal process (Fig. 

137). It shares the most characters with O. sechellensis from which it can be separated 

by the longitudinally reticulate sculpture of the sternites (Fig. 138).

Etymology. Th is species is named for conceptual artist Zuzana Muranicová.

Link to distribution map.65

Material examined. Holotype, female: TANZANIA: Tanga Reg., 10km WNW 

Mabokweni, 4°59.6’S 38°59.0’E, 16.I-18.I.2003, M. A. Prentice, CASENT 2042528 

(deposited in CASC) 66. Paratypes: (75 females) BENIN: 4 females, OSUC 233797-

233800 (CNCI). CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: 25 females, OSUC 234345-

234347 (CNCI); OSUC 179100-179102, 180837-180839, 186296, 188471, 207582, 

207588 (OSUC); SAM–HYM–P029309 (OSUC 248280), SAM–HYM–P029310 

http://osuc.biosci.ohio-state.edu/HymOnline/map-large.html?id=225573
http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:specimen:F70A4C46-141F-4FD8-99C9-CA2365B9F96E
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(OSUC 248283), SAM–HYM–P029311 (OSUC 248284), SAM–HYM–P029312 

(OSUC 248281), SAM–HYM–P029337 (OSUC 248282), SAM–HYM–P029367 

(OSUC 186466), SAM–HYM–P029368 (OSUC 211413), SAM–HYM–P029369 

(OSUC 211417), SAM–HYM–P029370 (OSUC 211418), SAM–HYM–P029371 

(OSUC 211419), SAM–HYM–P029372 (OSUC 211436), SAM–HYM–P029373 

(OSUC 211825) (SAMC). DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO: 1 fe-

male, OSUC 233709 (CNCI). GUINEA: 1 female, OSUC 234343 (CNCI). IVORY 
COAST: 7 females, OSUC 233762-233763, 234281, 234328-234331 (CNCI). NI-
GERIA: 26 females, BMNH #790232 (OSUC 253149-253158), BMNH #790235 

(OSUC 253148), OSUC 253140–OSUC 253147 (BMNH); OSUC 234216-

234217, 234219-234221, 234253, 234326 (CNCI). SOUTH AFRICA: 8 females, 

OSUC 233801-233802, 234269-234271, 234342 (CNCI); OSUC 180836 (OSUC); 

OSUC 174702 (SANC). TANZANIA: 2 females, OSUC 207758-207759 (CNCI). 

ZIMBABWE: 1 female, OSUC 234257 (CNCI). 
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